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b * THE WHOLE 


BLESSED TRINITY, 


T H ® N. 
FATHER, SON, and HOLY SPIRIT, =. 
55 as being One and the Same GOD. = 


PROVED FROM 
SCRIPTURE and ANTIQUITY, 5 


As that Doctrine is Taught i in the AgTiIcLEs, and 


. the Practice of it enjoined in the LATOROY 
of the CHURCH of ENGLAND. 


Alloa which: are Taterfpurled, - 


Pr $akuti Clarke's Cenſures of Arians, _— 
Socinians, &c. with divers Citations from his 
Writings ; intended to ſhew what Conceſ- 
ſions he made, and what near Advances to E 
dhe true Catholic Faith. 9 


ab.64 


An PF. PENDIX, 


| Lamenting the Diſuſe of CaTECHIZING; and | 

ſhewing of what Importance the Practice of 
it has been thought by the ns and wiſeſt | 
Men ſince the Reformation. ; 5 
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OW came we FJ our r Kids of 15 
Gad the Father but from the Bible? And 
75 how comes it to paſs that any, who profeſs to 
believe theſe ſacred Writings, ſhould drop their 
Acknowledgments of God the Son? Of Him 
whom Iſaiah ſaw fitting on a Throne, high and 
lifted up, whoſe Train filled the Temple, and whom 
the Serapbims proclaimed to be Holy, Holy, Holy, 
Tord of Hoſts; for this Lord, St Jobn tells us, 
was the Lord Chrift.—Theſe Things ſaid Eſaias 
ꝛuben be ſaw his Glory; the Glory of Jeſus; oz 
 *obom many of the chief Rulers believed, but becauſe. 
| of the Phariſees did not confeſs him, leſt they ſhould = 
Be put out of the Synagogue, Iſaiah vi. 1, 4. John 
Xii. 41, 42. Would the Prophet in the Old 

| Teſtament, and the Evangeliſt in the New, 
have thus agreed together in teaching the ei 
ſential Divinity, and deſcribing the Glory and 
. - Majeſty of the Son, adored as Jehovah by the Þ 
heavenly Hoſt, if it had not been as true as 
any other Doctrine in the Bible? The beloved 
Diſciple, St John, lived to hear the Divinity of 
his great Maſter diſputed: And is it Py, to 
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. 
be coliceived he ſhould afterwards inform us; 
that The Word which was made Fleſh was really 
God, unleſs he had intended we ſhould believe 
Him to be ſo? Would he not rather have ſaid 
ſome what to the like . with what fol. 
lows? 855 

Tou have been too cradulous in your li- 
e teral Conſtruction of thoſe high Characters 
which have been ſo zeaiouſly aſcribed to the 
Man, Chriſt Jeſus. They were indeed ho- 
t aneſt and well-meant Expreſſions in thoſe 
. who uſed them; but you are not to interpret 
ee them in their utmoſt Meaning. You ſhould 
„ equal him with God, how highly ſoever 
« you may otherwiſe advance in your Venera- 
. tion towards him.“ Nog . 


3h his, or  omewhat like i it, "had and W a 5 
proper Caution, and every way worthy of the 


. apoſtolic Character, had the Notion of our 


bleſſed Saviour's Godhead been an erroneous 


Perſuaſion ; or had * Ebion, Cerinthus, Simon £ 


H Magus and his Followers, who then oppoſed 
it, been right i in their Contradiftion to it. 


5 Theſe: were W 72 Abra denied a e Divinity | 


3 of our Saviour, allerting him to have been a mere Man, and 


to have had no Exiſtence before he was born of the Virgin 
Mary. Let thoſe who hold the like Opinion now, por: | 
from, whence i it had! its . ; 


* vii 1 
. the Deity of the Second Perſon be once 
| fubſcribed, the Divinity of the Third, it is pre- 
ſumed, will find the eaſier Reception; and 
| there was indeed leſs Neceſſity upon the Pen- 
men of Holy Scripture to labour this Point - 


diſtinctiy; becauſe the Prejudice of the Jews. 0 


was not near ſo dep, and Toole, "go the | 
ada as againſt te Son of God. e 


. And let it be farther preiniſet that ſuch | 1 
6 numerous Proofs of the Divinity of the Spirit, 


as we find in Scripture for the Divinity of the 
Son, are not to be expected; as the Holy Ghoſt 

was never incarnate, never appeared in Fleſh 
7 upon Earth, nor ever converſed familiarly with - 

us. However, from the Mouths of thoſe ſa- 


cred Writers, who ſpake as they ere moved by i 


the Holy Ghoſt, we learn the Truths concerning 
himſelf; and in them we may find clear and- | 


full Satisfaction, that he Holy Spirit, as well LI 


as the Son, has all the Attributes of Divinity : 
belonging to him. 


In fine ; It was Me a 1 Deſign of . 
Chriſtian Religion, to correct the erroneous 
Opinions and corrupt Practices, which had 
every where obtained, concerning God and his 
Worſhip; and moſt particularly that univerſal 


Colrpption of Fanta and Creature Wor- ; 
| h "w. 


N vin TÞ 
| hip; which yet, inſtead of being redreſſed and ; 
rectiſied, is ſtrengthened and eſtabliſhed by the 
Goſpel, if tbe Son and Holy Ghoſt be not really N 
and truly Partakers of the divine Nature to- 
3 gether with the Father. | 38 


: This perſonal Diſtinction has very 7 in 
| the Church been ſtiled the Trinity, as the con- 
|  ceiving it to be in One and the ſame divine 
Nature is called 7he Unity. Indeed neither of 

_ .theſe Terms are found in Scripture applied to 
the divine Nature; yet to ſcoff at, or ridicule 


I them, is no other than blaſpheming that Iden- 


tity or Sameneſs of the divine Nature, ſo po- 1 


| fitively affirmed in Holy Scripture, and ex- 
= ploding the whole Chriſtian Revelation, which 
ils founded upon the Reality of This; and which 


muſt fall to the Ground, upon the denying or 


Wejecting the true Meaning of either Term. t 
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| Brery Reaſonable Chitin, 


That the Farurn, Son and HoLy ener 1 


ARE 


The one True G 0 D; 


And cas Sade Woneme: is due to che while L 
Ry BLESSED TRINITY, as that Doctrine is 


Taught in the AR TI 0 L E s and the Practice > 
| enjoined in the Ly I 1 R oy of the Church K 


. en 


our Diſcovery any where but in them) ſetting forth 


to us that One God under three diſtinct and different 

Relations, which the Three Perſons bear both to one 
aganother and to us; and accordingly diſtinguiſhed 
5 by — en 9 huren Operations, oat 
I B 5 an 4:8 


x INCE both Reaſon and Revelation aſſure us 
; 8 there can be but One God, we can own and 
 *— worſhip but One; that One God alone who only. 
bath Immortality and Life in himſelf, who is The Moſt 
High, above all, Incorruptible, Inviſible: And ſince. 
the Scriptures of the New Teſtament are full of a 
Perſonal Diſtinction in the Divine Nature (beyond 
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and Offices; therefore we worſhip that Sir Cod, | 


with this nen of his Own making, not of 
Ours. 


And, As we cannot conceive any intermediate 


= n between the abſolutely Supreme God and 4 
I mere Creature; ſo neither is there nor can there be 
any Medium between Worſhip abſolutely Divine, and 
Civil Worſhip, or rather Honour, to be paid to a 


Creature as ſuch. Therefore if the Son and Holy 


i Ghoſt are to be properly and really worſhipped at 
all, (as Chriſtians in general allow) the fang Wor- 
1 ſhip muſt be paid to Them, which we pay to the 


moſt High, or abſolutely Supreme God: That Mor- 


. ſhip which conſiſts in addreſſing ourſelves in any re- 


| ligious Act of the Mind or Proſtration of the Body, 


to an Inviſible Being; which is that very Supreme 
U vrſbip due to the abſolutely Supreme Deity alone,; 
and therefore can admit of no Degrees, ſo as to be 
Paid to any other Inferior Inviſible Being whatſoever; 
That Worſhip which is Truly Divine, and cannot, 
{ without Jadolatry, be paid to any Creature whatſo- 
ever. All our Prayers and Praiſes, and our ſolemn 
Appeals by Vows or Oaths, muſt be directed to the 
Honour and Glory of the One Supreme God, and of 
him alone. The Holy Scriptures leave no Room 
for us to imagine any Honour or Glory to be di- 
| rected to any other Inviſible Being whatſoever; or 
l . any Medium between that Worſhip which is #ruly Di- 


vine, to be paid to the abſolutely Sapreme God; 


N . and that which is a purely Civil Relpect or Honour, 


and to be paid to a mere Creature. 


It is ſaid, Thon ſbalt worſhip the Lord thy Cod, ad 
Lin only ſhalt thou ſerve *; the one only Supreme 


God: So that all Divine Worſhip i is, by that Pre- 


cept, excluded from the Son and Holy Ghoſt, un- 


' dels they are. incomprebenſi bly One in Nature, avd all ' -- 


ene, wich that b Supreme, Inviſible | 
ae . 


| * Matt iv, 10 


\ : 


1 3 


6d. If the Son and Holy Ghoſt 2 1 | 


way or other Truly that On, God and Lord, they 
muſt have no»other Honour than we might pay to 


an inviſible Angel or departed Saint: But becauſe - 
we believe the Son and Holy Ghoſt to be of the 
- fame undivided Eſſence, le equal in Power and 


Perfections with God the Father; therefore we pay 
an equal Degree of Reverence to all the Three. 


There is not a ſingle Office in the whole Common 


Prayer Book, from whence it does not manifeſtly 


appear, that we worſbip, and praiſe, and aſcribe 7 


Glory to the whole Bleſſed Trinity. 


It then highly concerns us, to ſatisfy 1 and 9 
others, that in thus worſhipping the Three Divine 
Perſons we are guilty of no Idolatrous Proſtitution 

of the ſole Prerogative of God; that we do not pro- 


voke his jealouſy, by transferring his Glory to them 
who by Nature are no Gods; that we do not wor- 


1 ſhip the Creature but the Creator, who is over all 
| God bleſſed for ever; that we worſbip the Lord our 


God, and him only do we ſerve. 


„The Unity of God (ſays Dr Clarkd) i is an nk 2 
; «x ty of Nature and Eſſence; for of this we muſt 
4 be underſtood, if we would argue intelligibly 
„ hen we ſpeak of neceſſary or Self-Exiſtence. 
„ As to the Diverſity of Perſons in the Ever Bleſſed 
Trinity; that is, Whether, notwithſtanding the 
„Unity of the Divine Nature, there may not co- 
e exiſt with the firſt Supreme Cauſe, ſuch excellent 


„ Emanations from it, as may themſelves be really 


&« Eternal, Infinite and Perfect, by a complete Le = 
„ munication of Divine Attributes in an incom- 


e prehenſible Manner (always excepting Self. Ori- 


„ gination, Self. Exiſtence, or abſolute Indepen- 9 
4 dency) of this I lay, as there is nothing in bare 
_«< Reaſon, by which it can be demonſtrated that 
. there is actually any ſuch Thing, ſo neither is 
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ec impotible or unreaſonable to be ſup ied, _ 5 
* therefore ſo far as it is declared and made known 8 


< to us by clear Reder it ought to be be- 


28 Heved®,” © 


The ſame Author ſays, in . part of his 


I 5 1 8 « As to the Metaphyſical Nature of 
* ftheſe Three Divine Perſons, the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, the Vanity of Man ſpeculating about 


4 We beyond. what is written, has been the Occa- . 
« ſion of many fooliſh Errors. Some have imagined 


C Thyee co-ordinate Beings, which is the Impiety of 
* Polytheiſm, and directly contrary to that funda- 
* mental Article, the Unity of God. Others have 


«© contended. that they are One Perſon, only with | 
three Modes or Denominations, which is the He- 


j 4 « reſy of Sabellianiſm, and deſtroys the Perſonality 


both of the Son and Holy Spirit. Some, on the 


_ & contrary Extreme, forſaking likewiſe the Phraſes | 

| © of Scripture, have preſumed to affirm, That chere * 
| < was a Time when the Son and Holy Spirit had no 
Being, and were made out of Nothing, even as the 
* meaneſt Creatures, which is the Notion of Arius. 
4 And others diminiſhing. yet farther the Dignity 


« of our Saviour's Perſon, have made him a mere 


«-Man, and denied him having any Being before 
„ he was born of the Virgin, which is the Error 
4 of Socinus... And now, amidſt the Multiplicity a 
2 Errors, how ſhall a lincere unlearned Chriſtian 
40 behave himſelf? Let him not follow vain Men 
in being wiſe beyond what is written, bur let him f 
* adhere to what he finds plainly and expreſsly de- 
_ « livered in Scripture, Now that which the Scrip- 
“ ture declares concerning this matter is this: 
When One of the Scribes aſked our Saviour, 


1 1 $ Which i the bt and great Compandnint of All? 
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». Demonſtration of the Being and Attributes 1 God, Part 1 | 
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9 K 81 „„ 
K W 1 bim; The firſt of all the Com- 
de mandments.is, Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord our God is 
* one. Lord, To which the Scribe replied, Well, 
„ Maſter, Thou haſt ſaid. the Truth ; fe there is but. 


© One God, and there is none other. but He *. And 


Jo us tbere is but One God, the Father, of whom are 

all Things r. Yet the ſame Scripture does like 
e wiſe. expreſsly affirm, That the Son alſo is God, 
„ and to the Holy Spirit it aſcribes Divine Aeris, - 
e butes and Powers. How then ſhall this be re- 
* conciled? Plainly thus: The Power and Autho- 
« rity of the Son and Holy Spirit, is neither ans- 
* ther Power and Authority oppoſite to that of the 
Father; nor anotber Power and Authority co- or- 
de dinatè to that of the Father, but it is His Power 
e and Authority communicated to them, manifeſted 
«<<. in them, and exerciſed by them, and ſo there is 


__« plainly preſerved both an Unity of Power, and a 


„ Monarchy of Government in the Univerſe F.“ 

TPhbus even Dr Clarte — and remembring what he 
by han faid in the former Paſſage cited from him, con- 
cerning the Doctrine of the Trinity in ns 


4 That ſo far as it is declared and made known to 


us by clear Revelation, it ought to be believed,“ 


ve will directly proceed to n. and ſee how 
- ee that eule for us. 


7 here are T bro! faith St John, that * . 


5 in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
and theſe Three are One j: That is, One Thing, One 
. Being, One Eſſence or Subſtance. Their Teſti- 
mony, like their Nature, is One and the Same, and 
the Point of Fact to be proved, is mentioned in 
the 5th Verſe, That Feſus is the Son of God, They 


have born Witneſs to it in every Age of the Goſ- 


5 pel, ung will continue ia to do to me End of the 
A foxrf Br dt FOO” 
oh | Mark 3 vii. lien; Kc. Ps 1 50 1 Cor. viii, as . 

4 Vol. VI. Serm. iv: concerning The _— 0 Cir. 
Ii zt: oh 


„ C9 
4 * i 7 * 


— — ". 
= x: — 


. 
« 
- * 


-—=F<chÞ . <a + 
A 
" £ 2 * T 4 * * 


— 
_ 
— 


* 
— PO 23 5 SY 
— 9 — SD N 2 s LIE EEE 
. 8 3 —_ * „ : 1 


þ A 
— - a -, 
_—— 


- 


6 6 1 


85 World. The Father twice by an audible- Voice, 
__ © firft at our Saviour's Baptiſm, and afterwards at kis 
8 Transfiguration, pronounced him to be his beloved 
| Son in whom be was well-pleaſed. The Word, by the 


heavenly Doctrine which he taught, and the miracu- 


lous Works he wrought; by his Knowledge of 
Mens Hearts, and foretelling future Events, par- 
ttcularly the Deſolation of the Jewiſh Nation for 
rejecting him, bare witneſs of himſelf; that, as he 
declared to the High Prieſt and the Sanhedrim, 
S YVerily be was the Son of God. And after his Aſcen- 
ſion into Heaven, he ſhewed himſelf in ſuch extra- 
ordinary Glory and Majeſty to St Paul, that from 
aà violent Perſecutor of the Goſpel, he not only be- 
came a Convert to, but a powerful Preacher of it, 
_- 8 that Chriſt is the Sor of God. The Third 
Witneſs in Heaven is the Holy Ghoſt; whoſe De- 
ſcent upon Chriſt at his Bapriſen' in the Form of a 
Dove, was the Signal given to the Baptiſt by which 
he ſhould know him, and who upon ſeeing this, 
bare Record that he was the Son of God, The Holy 
Ghoſt alfo bare witneſs of him, and gave Proofs of 
his Power with the Father, by enabling his Apoſtles 
to do the Works that be had done, and greater Works 
| Zhan thoſe, And theſe Three, ſays St Jobn, Sough 5 


5 perſonally diſtinct, are One and the ſame God. 


dude diſpute the Genuineneſs of the Text here 
1 quoted (ſay ſome) and the Objection againſt it 
| _ ariſes from hence, that it is wanting in molt of the 
ancient Greek Copies, and quoted by none of the 
ancient Greek Fathers. To which we anſwer; 
Whether that Omiſſion can or cannot be accounted 
for, yet if it ſhall appear that any Copies of the 
Ne Teſtament were extant in the ſecond and third 


Centuries, which acknowledged this Text, and do 


- plainly point to it; ſuch a poſitive Evidence in its 
S favour, muſt (one would think) be more conclu- 
ſive 5 it than __ Le ni — _ to 


be 


7 Po, or WL Let oa. 


be againſt it. 
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 ſeffion of ſome Greek Copies, Mente acknowledged 9 
the diſputed Verſicle. 5 

Cyprian, who lived about the; idle of this: 
85 third Century, expreſsly ſays, „It is written of Fa- 

„ ther, Son, and Holy 
r 


Whole Been Volume, if not in the Text before us? 


which acknowledged it. 


— 5 


in Heaven, bear Record that 7 10 
Now, as this Son of God was alſo the 


f God. | 
nl 4 Man, 2 5 ſome i in thoſe 29 7 Dips! had 


* $ Introduction to Seripture DoKiring þ Page ge 


And doubtleſs this Biſhop had fome Greek Copies, 
And Tertullian, who lived 
half a Century ſooner, and within leſs than a hun- 
dred Years of the Time in which St Jobr's Epiſ- 
tle was written, and whilſt the very original Epiſ- 
tles of the Apoſtles (as he himſelf tells us) were 
ſtill in being: This ancient Writer, | ſay, fo near 
the Fountain Head, having juſt before mentioned 
the Father, Son and Holy. Ghoſt, ' adds, hieb 


« Three are One +,” Unum, One T ling, One err. or 


5 bs ar not One Perſon. 
And Dr Clarke himfelf acknowledges, 66; That = 
in the Days of the Apoſtles, Chriſtianity was per- 
i fect; and continued for ſome Ages 1n a tolera- 
4 ble Simplicity and Purity of Faith and Manners, 
as appears from the Conformity of all the Creeds, 
in all Chriſtian Churches, for three Centuries F. „ 
Farther: The 8th Verſe in this 5th Chapter of 
St Jobn's Epiſtle, ſpeaks ſtrongly for the Authenti- 
city of the 7th. There it is ſaid, The Three Witneſſes 


eſus is the Son 


dene 


* pe Unitate Eccles. aut a 
yo Tertullian againſt Praxeas, e. 25. 


* 


And that it was inſerted in the old 
Latin Vetſion, is plain from the expreſs Mention of _ 
it by two of the antient Fathers, who mult be ſup- 
ſed to have had it from thence, or to be in poſ= 


'Ghoſt, Theſe Three are 
Where is it written throughout the 
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3 denied; and which was 8 another Point in 
Quveſtion) in Proof of his real Humanity and of his 
real Sufferings, (which they aſſerted to have been 

in Appearance only) our Apoſtle appeals to three 
other Witneſſes. upon Earth, the Spirit, the Mater 
and the Blood, all which agreed in One and the ſame 
Atteſtation: Theſe were not One, as Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt: are ſaid to have been; but they 
agreed in One, and bore the ſame Record or Teſtimony. 
The Spirit of the Man Jeſus, which he ſo devoutly 
. recommended to his Father upon the Croſs, in Con- 
Junction with the Blaod and Water that flowed out of 
his pierced Side, fully atteſted the Truth of his 
Humanity, and of his real Suffering in our Nature, 
to make Atonement for our Sins. The Three in 
Heaven, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, bear 
wWitneſs to the heavenly Generation of Chriſt, that 
be is truꝶ Divine; and their Teſtimony, like their 
Nature, is One and the ſame; and the other Three 
WMWirneſſes upon Earth, the Spirit, the Water and 
| the: Blood, (which were all in the One Body of 
]eſus Chriſt) agree in One and the ſame Atteſtation, 
that the Son of God was alſo the Son of Man. 
Unleſs the 4th Verſe be allowed, the Antitheſis is 
loſt, and the Mention of the Witneſſas on Earth 
w auld be ſuperfluous, as theſe only anſwer to the 
MVMineſees in Heaven. But the Senſe of both Verſes. 
as they have been here interpreted, are eaſy and 
| Clear: . The Father, the Word, amd the Holy Ghoſt, 
| _<;, proclaim from Heaven, that Jeſus is be Chriſt, 
=. 4 ide Son of Cod; and the Spirit, the Water, aud the 
S << Bloodon Earth, prove himſto be alſo very Man:“ 
= The two Points which the Apoſtle wanted to elta · 
buch againſt the two Elereſies before named. 3 
C 2 yet: The gth and 10th Verſes will require 
the 7th to make the whole Context intelligible and 
plain: F ue receive the Witneſs. of Men, atteſting 
8 I Fa "I Tris iy 8 of, God, lays * 98 
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Das tiftified of bis Son: He that believeth on the Son 
of God, hath the Witneſs in himſelf; has the Impreſs _ 
of this Teſtimony upon his Mind: He that believeth 
not God hath made him a Liar, becauſe be believe th 


not the Record that God gave of his Son. Now, | 


the 7th Verſe be not authentic, where is the Wit⸗ . 
neſs of God, of God the Father concerning his Son, 
mentioned in the Context? But the gth and roth 
Verſes evidently ſhew, that the Father had been 
mentioned; mentioned as a Witneſs; therefore the 
th Verſe, i in which this ſo often repeated Witneſs is 
recorded, appears genuine, almoſt to a Demonſtra- 
tion. We muſt not, we cannot give up ſo import- 
ant a Paſſage, which the Catholic Church would 
never have retained to this Time, had it been ſup- 
poſitious or unſcriptural. Yet far from reſting our 
Cauſe on this ſingle Bottom, we proceed to ſhew, 
how expreſsly and fully the ſame Doctrine is bas 4 Bo 


in divers other Places of Holy Scripture. 


Our Saviour ſays, I and ny Father are one , %, 
(the ſame as in 17obs v. 7.) Unum, in the Neuter: 
One Being, One Eſſence or Subſtance, And without 
doubt, Tertullian found it thus in both Places in his 
New Teſtament. Again, The Father is in me, and I 
in bim T. And St Paul, after having ſpoken of 
| ſpiritual and miraculous Gifts, ſuch as the Gift of 
Tongues, Prophecy, Healing, &c. ſays, There are 
| Diver ties of Gifts, but the ſame Spirit : Theſe ſo 
different Gifts, all flow from the ſame Source: The 
Spirit of God is the Beſtower of them. And there 
are Differences of Adminiſtration, but the ſame Lord. 
The Offices that call for the Exercife of theſe Gifts, 
are all appointed by the ſame Lord Chriſt. And 


there are Diverſities of Operations, but it is the ſame 
God which worketh all in all d. The Works pers 


ro by them, are Inſtances of the Power of the 
{ . 1 
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ſame God. (The Apoſtle does not content himſelf 
with affirming in general Terms, that God is the 
Author of them; but diverſifies his Expreſſion in 

ſuch a Manner as may reaſonably be thought done 
with deſign to intimate the 7. rinity of Perſons in 
_ Unity of the Godhead; and the joint acting and 


equal Concern of Father, Sen, and Holy Spirit, in 


Matters of this Nature.) An Operation common to 
All the Three Perſons, however the Scriptures, in 
Condeſcenſion to our Capacities, do here, and in 
other Places, appropriate ſome Actions and Effects 


to one or other Perſon in the Deity, in a more ſpe- 


cial Manner, or more frequently than to the reſt. 
The Truths contained in the forecited Paſſages, 
Will appear ſtill more evident, in the Courſe of the 
Arguments to be produced, in Proof of the Point 
| we have here undertaken; viz. That Divine Wor- 

| ſhip is due to the whole Bleſſed Trinity, the Father, 

the Son, and the Holy Spirit, being One and the ſame 


| God, as this Doctrine is taught in the Articles and 


the Practice enjoined in the Church of England. 


In the Form of Baptiſm there is a poſitive Com- 
mand or Precept, directed to all the Miniſters of 

| the Goſpel unto the World's End, to perform this 
ſolemn {acramental Rite, in the Name of the Father, 


and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. Now, what- 
| ever Perſons are named in Conjunction with God the. 


_ Father, in ſuch an authoritative manner, as to give 
a Commiſſion, on the Execution of which Remiffion = 
of Sins and eternal Happineſs depends; theſe Per- 
ſons muſt have equally the ſame, Power. and Do- 


minion over all People, Nations and Languages. 
The Miniſters to whom this Commiſſion is given, 


8 th initiate Men into the Ordinance of Baptiſm in 
this Form, do thereby acknowledge each Perſon 


0 named in the Commiſſion to be their Lord and their | 


Cod; paying Reverence and Obedience to the Com- 
mand of each of them, as if they were One ” the 
= | 8 ame 


ü — 


41 


fame Perſon. And as all Chriſtians from their In- 


fancy are admitted into the Faith and Profeſſion of 


the Goſpel, by this Act of religious Worſhip, paid 
Jointly to the Bleſſed Trinity, ſo all from their Bap- 


tiſm are from hence inſtructed to acquieſce in, . 
lieving the Diſtinction between Father, Son, and 


* 


Holy Ghoſt to be no leſs real and true than if they 


were literally. perſonal; and their Unity to be fo _ | 
ſtrict, that it renders chem the One j joint Object of 
all truly Divine and Chriſtian Worſhip, We, I ſay, 


the Miniſters of Chriſt fo receive and embrace it 
ourſelves; and we teach others to receive and em- 
| brace this divine Revelation juſt as we find it in the 


New Teſtament ; leaving the incomprehenſible 
Ground and Foundation of it in the Nature of 


2 God, to his own Veracity 3 with this full Perſua- 


fion, that he would never lead us into grols and 


a : Inevitable Idolatry. 


Throughout the whole 3 Teſtament, divine 
Titles, Attributes and Perfections are poſitively aſ- 
cCribed to the Son and Holy Spirit; and each of 
them conſidered diftinf#ly may be proved from 
Scripture to be true, real and very God; (as we 
hall ſhew hereafter.) This the Form of Baptiſm, 


now before us, neceſſarily implies of them both to- 
gether. For from hence it appears to be the Inſti- 


tution of Jeſus Chriſt, and his divine Command, 
that all Nations ſhould be baptized, not in the Name =— 
f the Father only, (a Form which till then had been 
uſual among the Jews) but in the Name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſh. And it 


cannot be imagined, that He, who was a perfect Pat- 


tern of Humility, would have put himſelf and the 


Holy Spirit upon a Level with the Father, and have 
Joined their Names with his, (that Name for the 


Honour of which he expreſſed ſo great Concern, ag 5 


t teach us to beg 1 in our daily Prayer that it might 
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3 Lollewed) if they were not equally entitled to di⸗ 
vine Homage and Adoration. 
The Son and Holy Ghoſt being here placed in 
the ſame Rank with the Father himſelf, without the 


leaſt direct or indirect Mention or Intimation of 


any Difference or Inequality, or Diſtinction of Wor- 
ſhip, muſt be deemed of the ſame Nature and Dig- 
nity, and as much Divine as the Father is. For 


Cod and Creatures can never be made the joint Ob- 


ject of Religion. Not one ſingle Inſtance can be 
=” produced i in all the Scriptures, where any Creature 
is joined with God in an Act of Worſhip; much 
leis in ſo ſolemn a Rite as Baptiſm, wherein we de- 
dicate and devote ourſelves to the Worſhip of the 
| Perſons 1 in whoſe Name we are baptized. 5 
But were not the Jews all boptized unto Moſes* ; IF 
and were not the Foe ans baptized unto John's 


Baptiſm T? Yes. But it is no where ſaid, that the | 


Jews were baptized in the Name of Moſes, or. the - 
Epbeſians in the Name of John. Were God and Ma- 
ſes, or God and Fohn ever joined together in a Form 


| Of Baptiſm, and that proved, there might be then 


| ſome Shadow of Argument. The Cafe ſtands thus: 


The Jews, when they paſſed through the Red-ſea, 


were myſtically' and typically baptized into the N. 
ſaic Covenant; Drops from the Clouds, or a Spray 


BF from the daſhing Waves of the Sea, alſo prefigur. 


ing and reſembling the Ceremonies of the Chriſ- 


iim Baptiſm. And Jobn baptized with the Bap- 
S Zziſm of Repentance, directing the People to be- 


b lieve on Jeſus Cbriſt. But neither Moſes nor Jobn 8 


ever baptized any in their own Name, much leſs in 


© the Name of God and themſelves; whereas the | 


Baptiſm inſtituted by Chriſt, is to be done in the 
 Nameof the Father, Der of the Son, and of the Holy 


| Gbeft. Since then the Action performed in their 
Names is but Oue; and that Action to be perform- 
nh cd In the n of All the 7 r whatever | it im. 


5 | Forte 8 
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ports concerning Eitber, the ſame it muſt import 
concerning All. Conſequently, if Baptiſm in the 
Name of the Father, ſpeaks the Father to be Divine, 
| (which no one ever denied) then the ſame Baptiſm - 

in the Name of the Son and Holy Ghoſt, muſt ſpeak 
them to be Divine alſo. If in that folemn Action 
we profeſs our Faith in the Father, and vow Obe- * 
dience to him; the ſame Profeſſion and Vow we 
make as 70. the Son, and the lame alſo with reſpet} 
to the Holy Spirit. 5 
As we are firſt initiated into the Chriſtian Reli- 1 8 
gion by one Act of Worſhip, ſo in every Act of 
public Worſhip afterwards, we are jointly Bleſſed in 
the Name of all the Three, and (as it has been ob- 
ſerved concerning the Form of Baptiſm) without 
the leaſt direct or indirect Mention or Intimation of 
any Inequality, Difference of Nature or Degree, or 
of any Diſtinction of Worſhip. The Grace of our 
Tord Feſus Chriſt, and the Love of God, and the Fel. 
| lowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt be with you all. Amen. 
Here obſerve Three Perſons diſtinctly mentioned ; 
two of them under their proper Names, he Lord . 
eſus Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt, and the other, which 
1s tbe Father, by Way of Preeminence ftiled Gd; 
as being the Firſt in Order of Nature, or Head and 
- Fountain of the Godhead. Here obſerve, there afe 
more Perſons than One in the Godhead, and not 
more than Three, Obſerve alſo, that theſe Three 
are not mentioned here in their natural Order, but 
according to the Order of our Redemption. For 
it was the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that is, 
his merciful and gracious Undertaking, that firſt 
Trocured for us Reconciliation with, or the Love 
| of God the Father; and it was both the Grace of © 
Chriſt and the Love of the Father, that afterwards + 
Fee the Communion of the Holy Ghoſt. And 
heſe three ſpiritual Bleſſings, (which the Apoſtle 
1 and wilhes for the Corinthians and for all 
NN! "IR ; 
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Chriſtians) import the Divinity of the Perſons from 
Whom they IR As Divine Influences are here 
prayed for, ſo the Perſons prayed to, are the true and 

7 45 Objects of Divine Worſhip. For who can 

{ . hear Prayer, who can give a Bleſſing but God only? 
And as all Bleſſing in general comes from God, and 

every Form of Bleſſing muſt run in his Name; fo. 

the particular Bleſſings here to be beſtowed, are 


Gifts and Favours truly Divine, and ſuch as no 
1 mere Creatures are able to confer; namely, Peace 


with God, through Chriſt's all-ſufficient Merits; 
and the Communications of the Holy Spirit to re- 
new and ſanctify a depraved, corrupt Nature, — 
e pray for you, that theſe ſpiritual Bleſſings may 


1 . e be your Portion here; to ſtabliſn, ſtrengthen and 


« comfort you ever more and more, till by the 
„ mighty Operation of the Triune God, your Salva- 


= - © tion ſhall be completed in Glory everlaſting: And 


„ ceaſe not to join theſe my hearty Supplications 


4 fer you, ſaying with Faith and Fervency, Amen.” 


; — Oracle of God, the great Declarer of his Father's Will. As 


But what is yet moſt fully deciſive to the plaineſt 

Reaſon, is, that through the whole Tenor of Reve- 

lation, ſuch Divine Attributes, Perfections and Ti- 
tles, are aſcribed to the Son and Holy Spirit, as 


1 cannot, without Slaſpheming, be ſpoken of any Be- 


ing inferior to the Moſt High, ſupreme Deity. 
With reſpect to the Son, the firſt Attribute which 
the Holy Scriptures aſcribe to him is that of Eter- 


* 


=_ .- AMA 1 . | 1 5 "oo "56s : 
ni. And this Attribute the inſpired St 7obn 


thinks fo eſſentially due, that he begins both his 
Goſpel and Epiſtle with aſcribing it to him. In 
the Beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 


God, and the Word was God. In the Beginning was 


Izßbe Mord; in the ſame Beginning that Moſes means; 

before any Thing was created, there exiſted with 
the Father, a Divine Perſon, called be Mord, who 

He is called 257 Nord, being, as it were, the Mouth and 


Men 


5 1 


2 afterpasds been, Fleſh, And. ſo. St Job ex- 


ains it in his Firſt Epiſtle *, where he calls he 


oy by another Name, The Eternal Life, which was 
with the Father, and was manifeſted unto us: Means 
ing, that the Son was Life eternally with the Father, 
before he appeared in our Nature. Beforeany Thing 
had a Being, he had Life Eternal as God himſelf; 
he and the Father were co-exiſting with one ano. - 
ther, and partaking of the ſame divine Nature and 5 
eſſential Perfections. The Evangeliſt adds, Al! 
Things were made by bim, (the Word) and without him 
Was not any Thing made that was made: Agreeable 
to that of St Paul, where, ſpeaking of the Son, he ſays, - 
by whom alſo he made the Worlds +. And this Apoſtle, 
on Purpoſe to aſſert the high Dignity and Superio- 


rity of the Son of God above the higheſt Creatures, 


(which were his own Handy-work) applies the Pſal- 
miſt's ſtrong Deſcription of the unchangeable and 
eternal Nature of the Father, to the Perſon of the 
Son: Thou, Lord, in the Beginning, haſt laid the Foun. 
E ations of the Earth, and the Heavens are the Work 
thy Hands : Th ey ſoall periſh, but thou remaineſt ; 


2 =o they all ſhall wax old as doth a Garment; and as a 


Vieſture ſhalt thou fold them up, and they ſhall be 
changed: But thou art the ſame, and thy Years ſhall not 
2 fail pr And the Apoſtle ſays of Jeſus Chriſt, that he 

is the ſame Yeſterday, To-day, and fer ever d. Yeſter- 
day, from all Ages paſt; To- day, and for ever, for 


: the T) ime 6 preſet, and TOUGH NF all Fee 
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5 Men diſcover their n wal Def ions to one ad by the . 
Intervention of Words, Speech or Diſcourſe ; ſo God, by his Son, 
diſcovers his gracious Deſigns in the fulleſt and cleareli Manner 
to Men, All the various Manifeſtations which he makes of him- 
ſelf, whether of Creation, Providence, or Redemption, are con- 
veyed to us through the Son, who is therefore, by bs.” - A, 2 18 


5 nence, fitly ſtiled The Ward th God. 
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Dt Clarks os that 66 with the Firſt and: Su⸗ 
« Preme Cauſe or Father of all Things, there has 
« exiſted, from the Beginning, a Second Divine Per- 
« fon, which is his Mord or Son s; * referring to the 
above Paſſage, John i. for the Proof of i WEE 
In another Place, ſays the ſame learned Man — 
« The Logos, the Word or Son of the Father, ſent 
te into the World to aſſume our Fleſh, to become 
% Man, and die for the Sins of the World, was not 
e the internal Reaſon or Wiſdom of God, an Attribute 
% or Power of the Father, but a real Perſon , the 


« ſame, who from ihe Beginning had been the Word, EE: 
c Or Reyealer of the Will of his Father to the IN 


„ World T. 5 
And again, 175 he, E The ib in declar- 


«> ing the Son's Derivation from the Father, never 


% makes mention of any Limitation of Time, but = 
& always ſuppoſes and affirms him to have exiſted 
ee with the F rather, * the Biginning, and go all 


1 9 Worlds $.” 


I T and my Father are One, ſays our Saviour {. And | 
chat theſe Words denote Unity of Eſſence and At- 
tributes, importing that the Son was of the ſame 

Subſtance and Power with the Father, is evident 
from the Fews taking up Stones to ſtone him as a 
Blaſpbemer, becauſe, "Taid they, Thou, being a Man, 
mateſt thyſelf equal with God. Now, to avoid the 


Imputation of 1o horrid a Crime as Blaſphemy, our | 


Saviour would have denied that to be his Meaning, 
as they underſtood it, if it had not been really ſo. 
And indeed we can form no other Notion of Chriſt 

from Revelation, but that he is God equal with the | 

Father; if we conſider that he is every where re- 
e under the Character of a FIN - a beloved 

Sn, 
* 8 Doctrine, part n. 8 2. p. 234. 
5 Seripture- Doctrine, Part II. F. 18. p. 284. 3 
1 Scripture Doctrine, 12 II. 9. 1 5 16, P- 274+ . 
J — *. 30. | : 


| x 47 75 5 
Son, and the only ele Son of God. Which Words oP 
are applied to Chriſt, not only as he was miracu- 
louſly born of the Virgin, but in regard to his pre- 
exiſtent State, and to the incomprehenſible Com- 
munication of the Divine Eſſence to him; as, in- 
ſtead of many Arguments, appears undeniably from : 
Col. i. 15. where he is ſtiled, The Image of the invi- 
| ble God, (not the firſt-born of every Creature, as in 
our Tranſlation, but) born, or rather begotten, be- 
fore all the Creation f. And Verſe 17. be is before al! 
Things. - (Obſerve, it is ſaid, he i, not he was, de- 
noting his Eternity; like as when God was pleaſed 
to ſay to Moſes, I am that Tam*.) This Expreſſion, 
| born or begotten before all the Creation, muſt be applied 
to the eternal Generation of the Son's Divine Na- 
teure, in plain Diſtinction to the firſt born mentioned 
in the 18th Verſe, which is applied to Chriſt's - Hu- 
man Nature, as being the firſ# Fruits of the Reſur- 
rection. And when it is ſaid, that Chriſt is 2 
Image of the inviſible God, we muſt underſtand it in + 
the ſame Senſe, as Heh. x. 1. where St Paul ſays, + 
 » The Law having a Shadow of good Things to come, 
and not the very Image of the Things, — The Word 
Image here muſt mean the Truth or Subſtance of the 
_ Things: The Eſſence is contradiftinguiſhed from 
the Shadow. © And when we read of Chriſt being 
the Image of God, it muſt ſignify his being of the 
ſame Subſtance or Nature with God; the Bright- 
neſs, or rather a Beam of his Father's Glory. For 
by Means of the Communication of the Divine 
Eſſence to Chriſt, together with his Derivation from 
the Father, he muſt neceſſarily be endued with -all 
the Glory and Attributes of the Godhead, even 
as a Son, in the Way of Nature, hath all the efſen- 
tial Attributes of Humanity communicated to him, 
8 from. the ae he began to be called: a Son. 
— 4 5 * . cb. 8 
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Which Words cannot, without an be taked 5 
in a ſtrict, literal Senſe, but are to be underſtood 
by way of Analogy, or Similitude, or Comparilorf, | 
0 intimate to our narrow Capacities, That as 4 
Perſon among Men is the Son of his Father by na- 
tural Generation, ſo Chriſt is the Son of God, not 
by Creation, or Adoption, but by a ſupernatural Ce- 
neration, or  ineffable Derivation of bim, from the 
ve Eſſence or Subſtance of the Father. 3 
| In Conſequence of this, we are farther arch in 
, Holy Scripture, that Omnipetence, or Almighty Power, 
belongeth to the Son. He himſelf claims it toge- 
ther with the Attribute of Eternity : Iam Alpha and 
Omega, the Beginning and 1 the Ending, ſaith the Lord, 


wwhich is, and which was, and which is to come;—the 


- Almighty . That theſe Words were not the Words 
of the Father, but of the Son himſelf, is evident 
from the Verſe immediately preceding; which 


peaks of Him, who is to make a viſible en- | 


ance in the Clouds at the Day of Judgment; whom 
every De ſhall ſee, and they allo who pierced him fr. 
| _ He plainly is zhe- Lord, who ſaith, 1 am W and 5 
1 Hue &c. the Almiy bey. 
As then the Facher 1s n 01 is the * 
f "Alrnighty by his own Teſtimony ; and ſo muſt he 
neceſſarily be, unleſs: the Power of creating all 
Things may be leſs than Omnipotence. God ap- 


peals by his Prophets, to his making the Earth, 


 eftabliſhing the World, and ſtretching out the Heavens 
for a Proof of his infinite Power and Wiſdom; and 
in Conſequence of that, his being the true, the liv- 
ing and everlaſting Gad. Since therefore theſe were 
all the Works of the Son, let the Son alſo be ac 
=  Kknowledged Almighty. For by him (as the Scrip-- 
teures farther ſpeak) were all Things created, that are 
nn Heaven and that are in Earth, whether they be 
© Thrones or Dominions, Principalities and Powers ; 
; that! is, angelical Natures : * T _ were made by 


bim, 


E 

bim, and for him, that i is, for his Glory, to 9 inifelt 

his infinite Power and Goodneſs; and be is before 

all Things, and by him all Things conſiſt * , are upheld 

and ==: abdomen The Creation and Preſervation of 

all Things here aſcribed to the Son, are the "ELSE: 
Acts of Power we have any Notion of. 

„That which the Scripture declares to us is 
te this, (ſays Dr Clarke) That in the Beginning, be- 
« fore the Foundation of the World, before all 
Ages; that Divine Perſon, who after, by his 
_ 4. Incarnation, became our Lord and Saviour, Je. 
ſus Chriſt, had a Being in the Boſom of his Fa- 
« ther, and was Partaker of bis Father's Glory, 
of his Divine Power and Adern, in „ 
and governing the World. TT 

But ſome may ſay, we find our Sarong imme- 
darch after his Reſurrection, making this Declara- 
ration, All Porver is given unto me in Heaven and in 
Earth; and by Virtue of the Power he had then 
received, he gives a Commiſſion to his Apoſtles to 
go and haptize People of all Nations in the World 
into his Religion. Now if all Power was conferred 
on our Saviour after his Reſurrection, is it not ab- 

ſurd to aſcribe to him any Power before? For he 

that receives all Power, is W 1000090 to have none 


2 


5 before he foireceives je. fo ofen 


Io this let it be avid, chat the Striptures 
inform. us of Three diſtinct States belonging to 
Jieſus Chriſt, The firſt was his State of Digniry 
and Glory, which he had with the Father before 
the Worlds began. The ſecond was his State of 
Humiliation, when he took upon him the Form of 
a Servant, being made in the Likeneſs of Men, 
which ended in his Death vpon the Croſs, And 


the third was the Exaltation of his human Nature, 


or that Power which was conferred on him by the = 

5 Father at! his eee as the Reward of his 
ee eee, e D 382.10 * Humihation 

8 i. 16, 17. 1 Serm. v. in a Vol VI. | Þ Hy. 
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Humiliation and Sufferings, and which was to con- 


tinue until the Conſummation of all Things: And 
the Acts of Power aſcribed to Chriſt in his different 


States, are entirely different. St John ſpeaking of 


the eternal, inherent Power of the Son, kv the 
Creation of al Things to him: And St Paul ſpeak- 
ing of the ſame Power, aſeribes to it the Preſerva- 
tion of all Things. But in che Epiſtle to the Ephe- 
ans, Coloſſians and Hebrews, Chrift is ſtiled, the 
Head of the Church, with reſpect to his Power of 
Office. Accordingly, when our Sayiour ſays, A, 
Power is given unto me in Heaven and in Earth; and 
when he gives out Commiſſions under him to his 
Apoſtles, he exerciſes no Power, nor gives out any 
Commiſſions but ſuch as refer to the Church of 
| which he was appointed Head over all Things, as a 
=. King is to his Subjects; to rule and govern them 
4 by Laws; to protect them againſt their Enemies; 
to communicate Influences to, and reward them 
that are faithful and obedient. 
* he, is given unto me, therefore 1 appoint you my 
„ Servants and Miniſters, to bring over Diſciples 
« unto-my Kingdom, baptizing People of all Na- 
tions in my Name, and aſſuring them from me, 
. that be that believeth and is baptized ſhall receive 
% Remiſſion of Sins, and an ande in a Life 1 
« everlaſting.” ' _ 


All Power, ſays 


As for the Power of the Son in aig. 6 which 5 


3 is as evidently aſcribed to him as any Thing can be) 

that ſurely is diſtin from the Power conferred on 
him at his Reſurrection; as it was then too late to 
create the World, after it. had ee ereated for 
1 ah Ages. $2 ; : 


We, Mould. be very Gael not to ai thoſe 5 


lofty Expreſſions | in Scripture, which belong to our 
Siaviour's laſt State, and deſcribe the Glories re- 
ceived by the Son of Man for the Reward of his 
Obedience, as Proofs of the natural Dignity of the 


on 


Fo HH, that Form for our Sakes? . 


6141 
Son of God, which he had with the Father WIR 5 
the World began. The Glories of his mediatorial 
Office, which were limited in point of Time and 
Duration, ſhould never be applied to thoſe ante- 
cedent Glories Which eſſentially ng to the A* 
vine Nature. 
Dr Clarke, having juſt before cited che belles 
Paſs ges, Phil. ii. 9. Epbes. i. 20. 1 Cor. xv. 24, 27. 
then — The Socinian Writers, from theſe; and 
ſome other the like Texts of Scripture; have very 
e unreaſonably preſumed to collect, that our Saviour | 
was no greater Perſon than a mere Man, born 
of the Virgin Mary, without any former Exiſt:-: 
« ence; and exalted by the Power of God to this 
State of Dignity in Heaven: But this their In- 
«©. ference, 1 ſay, is very unreaſonable : For though 
e the. Derivation of our Lord's Power from the 
Father, muſt and ought. to be acknowledged a 
„ that all Mens' confe Nng Jeſus to be Lord, may be, 
sas St Paul directs, ro the Glory of God the Father, 
yet from thoſe other Texts of Scripture, wherein 
e ic is affirmed, that by Chriſt God created all Things; 
that he was in the Form of God before he appear- 
ed in the Form of a Servant; that he was with © 
God, and had Glory with God before the World | 
+. was: From theſe Texts, I ſay, it undeniably 
appears, that our Lord's having all Power giver 
e him both in Heaven and in Earth, cannot fig- 
„ nify the original Exaltation of One who had no 
« Being before he was born of the Virgin; but the 
8 Exaltation of Him into the Form of God, who © 
ee voluntarily emptied himſelf of that Glory he had 
before, and with unparalleled Humility took upon 
„ himſelf the Form of a Servant, and ſuffered in. 


The Son emptied bimſelf, not of his Being or Di- 
n Norney® but of the en and 8 bejong. i 
% ing 

/ = gem. iv. Vol. VL. p · 95. concerning the Power and 4 

7 of Corift.. 
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ing to him: Though he was in the Form of God, 


he laid aſide the Glories proper to the Form bf 


| God, and took upon him the Form of a Servant, 


and was made in the Likeneſs of Men. Whatever 
he was as to Nature and Eſſence when be was in 
the Form of God, the Tame he remained till when 
he became Man: But the Glories of the Godhead 


be veiled under a Covering of our Fleſh; and 
though he continued the ſame Divine Perſon in 


Dignity, yet as to outward . be Was Tory * 


ö in * as a Man. 


The next Divine Azicibares afevibed e to 1 Son 


in ai Scripture, are Omnipreſence and Omniſcience, 
the one being a natural Conſequence of the other. 
The bleſſed Jeſus claims to himſelf this Attribute 
of Onmipreſence, when he tells his Diſciples; where 
Zwwo'or three are gathered together in my Name, there 
am I in the Mid of them at all Times, and in all 


Chriſtian Congregations. And he promiſes his 
Diſciples, whom he ſent to baptize all Nations, 
that be would be with them, and their Succeſſors, 
\ alway, in all Ages as well as at all Times and. in 
all Places, even unto the End of the NorlL22s 
By theſe Texts our Lord plainly intimate, that 


his Aſcenſion into Heaven would not remove him 


from Earth; but though his Humanity was ſeated 


in Glory chere, his Divinity would be ſtill preſent 
in all Parts and Corners of the World. And he 
muſt neceſſarily be ſo, if it be true which the Apo- 
Me ſays of him, that by him all Things conſiſt, are up- 
held and ſupported; equivalent to what St Pau! 
tells the Athenians concerning the Unknown God, 
"wiz. that in bim we tive and move and Laue our . 
| _ 


And the Avail St John iy witneſs to our 
Lord's Omniſcience, even whillt he was converſing 
"oe Men i in the Fleſh. He muſt: be Put ro the 


Heart 
» Mate. 3 aii. 20. Chap, xxvili. 20. 


e . 
Wer and Thoughts, who could give ſuch a Cha- 
racter of | Nathanael, that he was an Iſratlite in- 
deed in whom was no Guile, And our Saviour inti- 
mated, that he gave him this Character, on account 
of what he had obſerved of him under the'Fig-tree; 4 
(ptaying perhaps, or confeſſing his Sins) Nathanael | 
immediately perceived that Chriſt not only knew 
what was done by him in private and at a Diſtance, 
but could alſo look into his very Soul; upon which 
clear Conviction he acknowledged him to be the 
Son of God. And the ſame Apoſtle tells us of 
Chriſt, that be knew ail Men, and needed not that any 
=xX teſtify of Man, for he knew what was in Man. 
St Paul aſſerts Omniſcience, or the Knowledge ß 
all Things, to be in Chriſt in the ſtrongeſt Term: 
The Word of God, ſays he, is quick and powerful, and 
Dryer: than any two. euged Sword ; piercing even to K 
the dividing aſunder of Soul and Spirit, aud of the Foints ©: 
and Marrow, and is 4 Diſcerner of the Thoughts and © 
Intents of the Heart. Neither is there any Creature 0 
ttzhat is not "manifeſt in his Sight ; but all Things are 
"naked and open "unto the Eyes of zim with whom = 
due have to do &; to whom an Account is to be 
given by us. And we find the Son of God thus 
_ ſpeaking of himſelf: I am He which ſearcheth. the 
Hearts and Reins, and I will give to 12 5 dere ac 
1 cording to bis Work |. 2 
As to thoſe Paſſages " where it is kia; in hs 410 
tion to the preciſe Time of Jeruſalem's Deſtruction, —— 
and the Day of Judgment; but of that Day ans! 
Hour knoweth no Man (no one) no, not the Angelt 
_ eobich are in Heaven, neither the Son, but the Father 
- only ;, this is no Impeachment- at all. of the Son's: 
Omniſcience. For the Word here rendered knows 
etb, properly ſignifies, to make another to know ; to 
heath, or 10 declare. In which Senſe ne 


9 John i 3 171 Chap. ii. 24. 25. | 4 
4 Heb. iv. 12, 13. Ney. hi. 18, 23. 1 ON 4 
. Matt. xxiv. 36. Mak Kill, $3 JJ 
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the . Word is uſed i in 1 Cor: ii; 2. 1 determintd, 


ſays the Apoſtle, 1 know nothing among you, but Je. - 


F Cbriſt, and him cruciſſed; that is, I determined to 
mate known, to preach nothing among you, but 
Jeſus Chriſt. So likewiſe in the Text before us; 
But of that Day and Hour none maketh you to know, 
nao, not the Angels, neither the Son, but the Fatber. 
This faid Chriſt concerning himſelf, not that he 
Was ignorant of the Time of his own Coming, but 


becauſe the Father had given him no Commiſſion FE 


to reveal it. 


Farther, The Holy Scriptures gire unto che Son 


5 me Title of Cod, in the higheſt and fulleſt Senſe, 
in the ſame Senſe that the Father is ſaid to be God. 


The Word was God. Therefore on his Incarna- 


tion, the Name of Emmanuel was aſſigned him, which 
is, being interpreted, God with us. Great is the M- 


zery of Godlineſs, ſays St Paul, God was manifeſt in the 


Flle f. St John calls him the True God: We are 


in bim that is True, even in bis Son Jeſus Chriſt. 


| This is the True God and eternal Life d. St Paul 

ſtiles him the Great God]; Looking for the gloriqus 
Appearing of the Great God and our Saviour, or of 
dodur Great God and Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt, And 

again, For of them, (that is, of the Hraelites) concern- 


ing the Fleſh, Chriſt came, who is over all, God les 


for ever f. 


The Son therefore we maſk thnomledge: to be 


Cod in the ſtrict, proper, and higheſt Senſe of the 
Word; as it denotes an Uncreated, Incomprehen- 
ſible, Eternal, and Almighty Eſſence, which, we 
have ſeen, are Attributes e aſcribed. o bim 


. n Holy e ) Dr 
e John i. it 3 i Tim: iii. 155 | 
"TS 1 John v. 20% I Titus ii. 13. 


Wo EmiÞare, or Appearing, is a Word not FER ſpoken of 


\ © God the Father, but very commonly of our Saviour: As in the 


Parallel Place, 1 Tim, vi. 14,1 until fbi arin of our Lord 
ow 1 75 5. be. 9 


11 Rom, i ix. . 3 . 5 


Is . 

Dr Clarke confeſſes, that «7 be Pio of the 
« Son is, in the New Teſtament, ſometimes ſtiled 
„ God.” In Proof of which he refers to thirteen 
Texts of wide poi which he had cited before; 
viz. Matt. i. 23. Luke i. 16, 17. Jobn i. 54. 
Juobn x. 33, 36. Chap. xx. 28. Adds xx. 28. Rom. 
ix. 5. 1 Tim. iii. 16. Titus ii. 13. Heb. i. 8. 2 Pet. 

1.1. 1 Jobn iii. 16. Chap. v. 20, 21. A again, 

„ Chriſt is by Nature truly God, as e as Man 4 
is by Nature truly Man“.“ 15 
Mr #heathy tells us , the Proofs of the Son? 3 
7 Divinity made ſo deep an Impreſſion upon Dr Clarke, | 
that he lived and died in the ſame Confeſſion, viz. 
that To the Son are aſcribed in Scripture, the 


«© oreateſt Things and the higheſt Titles, even al! 


_ «. communicable Divine Powers; that is, all Pow- 
ce ers which include not that Independency and fu- © 


e preme Authority, by which the God and Father of 
e all is diſtinguiſhed to be the God and Father of 
4 ally.” Words, ſays Mr heath, that plainly 
* import, that the Son is as much Divine as the 
„Father himſelf, arid differs from the Father only 
« in Perſonality ; He is not firſt in Order as the 
„ Father is, not ſupreme in that Senſe, nor unori- 


2 


„„. ·A AAA EE RS 
2 r 2 
S ee cogennl_R 


BB *< ginate,” In Support of which he enumerates by 
and recites in Words, above fifty ſeveral. and dit 
ferent Characteriſtics of nn, which the Tow Tel- cl 

| rament affords, | | 4.0 
= = We are next to ew; that 5 e Dieige Aa 6: 
- Pn Perfections which we find in Scripture 
* aſcribed to the Son, are likewiſe aſcribed to the Holy 
r * But before a we TON it r will be neceſſary _ 9 
T8 

& * Seriptare DoArine, Park Il. 6. 24. p. 293. Ibid. Part 1. * 

3 Chap. ii. F. 1. p. 77—91. Reply to Mr 885 1 91. 8 9 

'+ Diſcourſe on Creeds, p. 157, 158. 1 os 4 

9 Scripture Doctrine, 750 . 3 ; 1 
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to make full Proof of this material Point, vix. TY 
the Holy Ghoſts not a mere Name, importing only 
the Power and Energy of the Father, but a /piritual, 
intelligent Being, perionally diſtinct from the Father 
and the Son. This is evident from the Form of 
. Baptiſm, given in the Name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy. Ghoſt; and from the Form of Bleſs- 


ing, which is pronounced in the Name of Chriſt, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt. For to ſuppoſe the 8 pirit 


not to be a diltioct Perſon from the Father ws 4 the 

Sion, would be no leſs than to charge God with de- 

cCeiving Men, perverting their Language, and abuſ- 

J iag their Underſtanding; by leading them neceſſa- 

rily into the Opinion of a "perſonal Diſtinction, where 
there is really none. And then the Senſe would be 


thus, Go, teach and baptize in the Name of the Father 
and of the Son, who are diſtinct Perſons, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt, who is no diſtinct Perſon : And it 


__ _ would amount to this; Baptize in the Name of the M ; 


* Father, and of the 860 and of the Father again. 


But let us hear what Dr Clarke ſays to this Mat- 3 
ter. The Holy Spirit of Gud does not in S 


% ture generally ſignify a mere Power, or Operation 


ef the-Father, but more uſually a real Perſon v.“ 


And, Concerning the Nature of the Holy Spirit 8 
„ God, the Scripture ſpeaks very little in ame- 


e ftaphyſical Manner; declaring only that He is a 


Divine Perſon; proceeding or being ſent from the 
Father; and in other Places called the Spirit of 


rde Son, and ſaid to be ſent forth from Him.— 
Only, becauſe there have been ſome in theſe. 
% later Ages, who have denied the Being of this 


Holy Spirit, and imagined it to be nothing but 


e a mere Power or Attribute of God; it deſerves to 
c be taken Notice of, that thoſe Scriptures which 


ſpeak of him as being grieved at wicked Men; 


B bo, as s mating N ion tor us, and hoping our In- 


5 : Frmilies; 
1 * o Salben Dodrine, Part n. . 10 p- 288. 


e [ 27 J „ 
* miner viding ſpiritual Gifts feverally' as he 
_ ® pleaſes; as ſpeaking not of bimſelf, but what he 
©, bears, or receives from the Father *. Theſe, 
6 and numberleſs other Texts in the 9 Teſt a- 
ment, do plainly declare Him to be, not a mere 
„Virtue or Power, but a real Perſon, diſtinct from 
the Father and the Son, and ſent forth for the 
„ perpetual Government and Direction of the 
Church +.” 
Me pals on to nophder mica thoſe Diviae 
Attributes and Titles, which we find in Scripture | 
aſcribed to this Third Perſon in the Bleſſed Tri- 
nity, the Holy Ghoſt: As firſt, Eternity. This 
may be fairly argued from his exiſting before the 
Creation of the World, and co-operating in it. 
In the Beginning God created the Heavens and the HP 
Earth—and the Spirit of God moved upon the Face of 
_ tbe Waters d Not the material Wind, for that was 
not yet produced; but the eternal Spirit of Febovab 
moved upon the Face of the Waters to impregnate 
them with Principles of Activity. And in the 
Bock of Job, we read, that God, Fi oe Spirit, gar- 
niſbed the Heavens jj: Words equivalent to what 
St Paul ſays of the Son, wiz. that by bim God made 
tbe Worlds. So that from cheſe Teſtimonies it ap- 
pears, that the Holy Ghott, as well as the Son, 
was Foins- Creator with the Father, ctnlequenely 15 
Aimighty and before all Worlds. by 
Poor that more Perſons than One were ae 
in the Creation of the World, eſpecially of the laſt _ *' 
and nobleſt Creature on the Earth, the Hiſtory f 
5 aon | inform us **, God ad Let Us mate 4 4 
1 Not by Wen or an WEEK Com dure but by | 


5 im Nero they of Nature; by an eſſential Union with the : ; 
aud Conſciouſneſs of all that 1s in the Father, : 


i: Serm, v. Vol. VI. p. 120. 
8 Geneſisi. 2. lt Job xxvi. 13. 


„* See Dr 1 0 s Firſt Sermon on Luke xxiv. 27. 
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C 28 „„ 
Ma in our Image, after our Utans Which Paſ- 
age is underſtood by moſt Chriſtian Writers, of the 
Feather ſpeaking as it were in Concert and Conſulta- 

tion with the Son and Holy Spirit, agreeably to the 

Text before cited from Job, and che . nt to 
the Hebreu s. 

But there is no Occaſion to inſiſt vpon theſe as 


| Proofs of the eternal Power and Godkead of the 


Holy Ghoſt ; fince Dr Clarke himſelf readily con- 


feſſes, that with the Father and the Son there has 


« exiſted from the Beginning, a Third Divine Perſon, 
„ which is the Spirit of the Father and the Son.” 
And again, „The Scripture ſpeaking of the Spirit 
-& of God, never mentions any Limitation of Time 
hen he derived his Being from the Father, but 
„ fſuppoſes him to have exiſted with the ven 


from the Beginning T.“ 


0 The ſtiling him a Divine Perſon, i is a direct ac- 


EkEnowledging him to be God; becauſe any Medium 
between a Divine Perſon, and a made or created Be- 


ing, is contrary to plain Reaſon and our natural 


| Sentiments, to which all Revelation is adapted. 
But let us examine the particular Revelations _ 


's concerning him as a Divine Perſon, to whom other 


: the like Attributes, Perfections and Titles as are 


aſcribed to the Father and the Son, juſtly belong, 


1 and are alſo aſcribed in Holy Scripture, as Omni- 
preſence and Omniſcience. Paſſing over thoſe re- 


markable Words of the Pſalmiſt, Whether hall I 


go from thy Spirit, or whither ſhall I flee from thy I 


Preface $3 ? &c. we will appeal to the Proofs of it 
Which are afforded us in the New Teſtament. 
St Paul tells us, that the Bodies of Chriſtians are 


the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, which is in them |. 
And He who is, and abideth with every good 
Chriſtian ä the World, as it were in a 


Temple, : 


3 Get . | 1 Scripture Doctiine, wer $. 3. p. 234. 
| Ibid, 9. 21, p- 288. 3 Plalm cxxxix, || 1 Cor, vi. 19. 


b it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of | 


1 Spirit of God **, As it is with Man, no one knoõw- 


„ ©, 4) 

Tape; to behold their Actions, and obſerve their 
Devotions, can be no leſs than God; who flleth 
the whole Earth with his Preſence. And that the 
Holy Spirit knows all Things before they happen, 
"ff *bleſſed Saviour expreſsly aſſures us in the Words 
which he ſpake to his Diſciples: hen He, the Spi- 
rit of Truth is come, he will guide you into all Truth, 
and will ſhew you Things to come. This is what the 
Almighty God challenges Idols to do, to give 
Proof of their Divinity: Shew, faith he, the Things 
that are to come hereafter, that wwe may know that ye 
are Gods 1. There cannot be a clearer Evidence 
of the infinite Knowled, ge of the Holy Ghoſt than 
that which we find W in the Hiſtory of 
Ananias and Sapphira, where St Peter rebuking 
Ananias for his Sacrilege and Hypocriſy, ſays o 25 

him, Why hath Satan filled thine Heart to lie to the 
| Holy Ghoſt? Thou haſt not lied unto Men, but unto God. 
Thou haſt not lied unto us the Apoſtles, who are 
but Men, but unto the Holy Ghoſt, who is God 
' Omaniſcient. And afterwards to Sapphira ; How is. 
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the Lord? to try whether the Holy Spirit of Gd 
knew your Deſigns and Actions; or pretending to 
- conceal your Deceit from Him, to whom all Things 
are naked and open? * St Paul. acknowledges the 
Holy Spirit to be privy to the Secrets of his Heart, 
and to know what he ſaid and did. And in ano- 
ther Place he ſays, The Spirit ſearcheth all Things, 

yea, the deep Things of God. What Man knoweth the 
Things of a Man, gw the Spirit of a Man which is in 
Vim! Even ſo the Things of God none knoweth but the 


ein die Secret Thoughts, Counſels Sd [ntentions, 
IP lave ny: his own Soul; lo | it is as to the Things 
5 e f 
. e xiii, 19. Chap. 15 ty.” 
JJ 
. r 


2 —— % 9 — r — 


33 Pap; ow, <> 4 
— j — . : 
, ww ND LN GEOSSS- md ——— EEE * 


„ 


of God; ;. no one knoweth them, but the Holy Spirit 
of God, he being inward to God as the Spirit of a 

Man is to Man. If the Secrets of the Creature and 
the Depths of God are ſearched and underſtood; 
if Things paſt, preſent and to come are known and 
declared; if the various Diſpenſations of Providence 
towards Mankind, from the Beginning of the 
World, were revealed to the Prophets by the Holy 
Spirit; it will follow that the Holy Ghoſt knoweth 


all Things, is every where 8 and 1 ts the True f 
Cod. 


Other Particulars revealed concerning the Holy 


Ghoſt, are undeniable Proofs of his Divinity ; viz. 
the miraculous Conception of our Saviour Chriſt, 


by tbe Power of the Holy Ghoſt, or of the meſs High, 


or of God; all which He is called in one Verſe of 
| Seripture *: That he inſpired the Apoſtles with 
the Ci f 7 ongues, and with the Power of working 
_ _ Miracles for the Proof and Propagation of the 
Goſpel: That he brought all Things to their Remem- 
France; that he gives us Wiſdom and Knowledge, 
and leads us into all Truth; that he helps our Infir- . 
mities; enables us to mortify the Deeds of the Body; 
and that he fills us with Righteouſneſs, Peace and 
Jo; that we are /an#ified and renewed by him, or 
made mew Creatures: Which Renovation of our de- 
praved Natures by the Operation and Influences of 
- the Holy Spirit, and the Sandification of the whole 
1 Man, both Body and Soul, is as great, if not a more 
amazing Inſtance of the Almighty Power of God, 


1 than our firſt Creation out of Nothing. 


= 7 Nature, i is evident from hence; becauſe he is every 
| where diſtinguiſhed by the peculiar Character of 


That this Spirit is God, or Partaker of the Divite : 


| Hach; abſolute, conſummate Holineſs being the pecus 


{ har Attribute of the abſolutely ſupreme Cod. Of Him | 
ii is laid, Thou ny art ate and POE the High 


3 5 


* + Lake i. 35. 


'S 31 1 


Prieſt's Mite was written, Holineſs to Jehovab, that 5 
is, to Him only. Now the Spirit being every where 
called Holy, as his peculiar diſtinguilhing Character; 

and the Words not capable of being rendered An 
Holy Spirit, but The Holy Spirit, by. Way of Er- 
cellency and Diſtinction from all created Spirits; 
(the greateſt of which cannot, without blaſpheming, 
be called The Holy Spirit) that Epithet muſt mean 


an intrinfic, eſſential Holineſs in Him; and not barely 


tbe Spirit which ſanctiſies, or makes Bahn though even 


this could not be ſuppoſed of him, unleſs he had 


eſſential Holineſs in himſelf. And it may farther 
be obſerved, that Holineſs is his conſtant, diſtin- 
guiſhing Character, not only where he is mentioned 
in the Relation he hath to us; but that he is called 
Foly, even where he is named together with, and 
in reſpect to the Father and the Son; as in the 
Form of Baptiſm, in the Form of Bleſſing; and 
Vvhere it is ſaid, The Holy Ghoſt whom the Father will 
ſend in my Name *; and in many other Places. So 
that he is characterized as Holy, not only i in reſpect 
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of us who are ſanctified by him; but in reſpect of 4 


the Father and the Son; ich that He alone is 
ſtiled Holy wherever the Three Perſons are expreſsly 


named together. 


The Word Holy in thoſe Plates: cannot be added 10 q 


in Oppoſition to the Father and the Son, nor as ex- 
cluſive of the Father and the Son, becauſe they are... 
both abſolutely Holy as well as the Spirit, nor is it 
the %% but the greater Holineſs for being expreſaly 5 
mentioned in Conjunction with them. 


So that the Words of thoſe Places N lead 1 


us into an Opinion that His muſt be the ſame Holi- 


neſs with that of the Holy Father and the Holy Ou: 


of Cod; intimating to us the Sameneſs of his Na- 


2 ture with that of the Father and the Son, from 
: whom he Proceed. To, which if we add, W He _ 


| * John xiv. _ 


is be the Spirit of Holineſs; * Spirit of Glory! * 


Z the eternal Spirit; very often the Spirit of God; and 
. particularly at the Baptiſm of Chriſt; where he was 


perſonally diſtinguiſhed from the Father even in a 
9 J Appearance; we cannot underſtand the Re- 


|  velations made concerning the Holy Ghoſt in any = 
other Senſe, than as of God equal with the Father. 
© Bur ſome, perhaps, may aſk, Where in Scripture 


is the Holy Ghoſt called God? Where not? We 
reply. Let us juſt look back again into the Scrip- 
tures—where He is ſtiled tbe Higheſt, and the Holy 
Thing to be conceived by him, was therefore to be 
called the Son of God. Lying to the Holy Ghoſt is 


expreſsly called Lying unto God. Blaſpheming the = 
Holy Gboft is Dlaſpheching the Finger, that is, the 


Power of God *. The Body of every good Chriſ- 


| tian is tiled the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, and the 
Temple of God, as Terms equivalent. 


Huh Men of ola, ſays St Peter, ſpake as they were 


moved "by the Holy Ghoſt +. And Ged ſpake in Times 


paſt by the Prophets, ſays St Paul F. Finally, this 
_ Expreſſion, Thus ſaith the Lord, which we find fo 


frequently in the Mouths of thoſe who ſpake as they 


| evere moved by the Holy Ghoſt, is itſelf a Proof that 
| the Holy Ghoſt who moved them to ſpeak, is Je. 
Hovab or the Lord; that Divine Title we are here | 


1 5 aſſerting to belong to this Bleſſed Spirit. 


The Corollary or Inference to {be aon from 


| the foregoing Diſcourſe is this; That Divine Wor- 
ſſmip and Adoration ought to be paid to the whole 


Bleſſed Trinity, to Three diſtinct Perſons as One and 
the ſame God. Every Perſon, (as has been abun- 


dantly proved) being truly God, has a Claim to be 


aadored and worſhipped. This is the Point I under- a 
took at firſt, and have been all along aiming at; 
and ſhall endeavour to confirm and eſtabliſh it, by ; 


| ſhewing, that the Scriprures do poſitively and ex- 


1 uy 1 preſsly 
1 ® Matt, ali. nd + 2 Pet, i i. 21. ln $ Heb. i. o 


3 7 33 1 
pfeſsiy fequire and teach us, to give Divine Ho- 
nour and Morſnip to the Son and Hoh Spirit, as well 
as to the Father: I ſhall ſhew this firſt of he Son 


E by himſelf, and then of the Son away ne Coun * 


1 1 


Chriſt is the Son of God, not by cr, ot 5 


Ae but by a Supernatural Eternal Generation, 


or ineffable Derivation of him from the very Sub- 


ſtance and. Eſſence of his Father: Accordingly the 
whole intelligent Creation, not only Men but the 
Heavenly Hoſt are peremptorily commanded to 


pay Divine Worſhip to him. ben be, that is, The 


Fatber, bringeth in the firſt begotten into the World, 


bi ſaith . Let all the Angels f God worſhip him*.” 
And when it is ſaid, That He took not on him the 


Nature of Angels but of Men T, this is a plain Proof, 
that he actually had a Being before he made chat 
Choice; that he was neither Angel nor Man, con- 
815 muſt have been God; there being no Third 
Nature beſides the Divine which can poſſibly be 
aſcribed to him. Hence appears the Error of thoſe / 
who can acquieſce in the Worſhip of Chriſt; not 
as God, and having been from all Eternity wih 
the Father, but only in reſpect to his Redemption of 
Mankind; who will allow his Godhead no higher 
Date than from the Commencement of his Media- 
torial Kingdom, nor other Foundation than his ac- 
quired Dominion over us. The Place of Scripture 
now referred to, ſhews bis Right to be founded on 
an antecedent Dominion. For what Claim could 


he have to the Worſhip of Angels whom he did not 
redeem, if his being the Mediator between God ans 


Men were the only thing that entitles him to Divine 


Worſhip and Adoration ? But he was actually wor- 


ſhipped in the World, long before he declared that 


BY all Fewer” was given to bim in Heaven and in Earth. 


1 e 
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At his Incarnation, the Wiſe Men in the Eaſt, by ; 
2 by Direction from Heaven, took a long Jour- 
ney to the Place where the ' Young Child was, and 
when they had found him, they fell down before bim, 
and preſented to him Gifts, not only Gold and Myrrb, 
Frankincenſe, the Offering uſually made to 4 004 


Afterwards we read, that a Leper came and worſhipped 


Jeſus , Mark ſays, he kneeled down to bim f. 
And 4 Ruler of the Synagogue: fell at bis Feet and 
worſhipped him g. Many others did the ſame. 
His Diſciples and Followers came and worſhipped 
is. ſa ing; Of a truth Thou art the Son of God. 
Andi it is ſaid again of the Diſciples, That they came 
and worſbipped bim s. Were any of theſe ever re- 


ꝓroved for ſuch Inſtances of Homage and Devotion, 5 


or for addreſſing him with too high a Reverence? 
If ſuch Worſhip had been faulty and not his Due; 
here were proper Occaſions to have checked the 


| miſguided Zeal of theſe People, as the Angel did 


3 2 of St Jobn; See thou do it not for 1 am your 
Fellow. Servant and of your Brethren; Mor ſtip God ſ ft. 
Or as Peter rebuked Cornelius, when be fell -down' at 


bis Feet and worſhipped him, ſaying, Stand up, I 


„ myſelf alſo. am.a Man h Or as Paul and Bar- 

; nabas, who reſtrained the Men of Lyſtra, by telling 
|  - them, © Sirs, Why do ye theſe things? We alſo are 
en of like Paſſions ch you 11. But nothing of 


1 this ſort ever dropped from our Lord; he received 
| the Worſhip and Adoration which any Man 1 5 


3 him, without expreſſing any Marks of diſlike. 


the contrary, as they approached and — 4 . 


him as God, ſo he anſwered them as God, ſaying, 
What will ye that I ſhould do unto you? Or, 1 will. E 


be thou clean. —Go thy Way thy Faith bath n thee. 


8 Re i it unto thee O's to by Faith, 15 
e Then > 
: > Matt. viii. 2. 4 Mark l. 40. F Matt. ix 18. Mark v. 22. 


I Matt. xiv. 83+" Chap. xxviii. 9, 17. * Rev. xix. 10. xxii. 9. 
$ Acts x, | Ad xiv. 5 | 


+ $43 is 
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Then how certainly may we conclude,” that He, 
Cho would be fir from entrenching on his Father's 
Prerogative, or aſſuming any more than juſtly be- 
longed to him, well knew, and was willing his Fol- / 
lowers alſo ſhould” underſtand it, that he was * 
proper Object of their Reverential Addreſſes; an 
though he appeared in Faſhion as a Man, Jet bought 
tn Ribbery to be equal with God. 
Soon aftet our Saviour's Aſcenſion into Heaven, 

we find a ſolemn Prayer offered up thither by the 


| Apoſtles whom he had left on Earth; which, all 


Circumſtances conſidered, appears to be offered to 
_ Chriſt.. Thou Lord, which knoweſt the Hearts of all 

Men, ſhew whether of theſe two thou haſt choſen , that 
he may take part of that Miniſtry and Apoſtleſvip from 


1 which Judas by Tranſgreſſion fell, that be, « (the new 


eben Apoſtle) may go to his own Place, the 


7 « Country, or Station thou ſhalt be pleaſed to ap- 10 


« point for him.“ 

As Chriſt himſelf ctdained the Twelve Apoſtles, | 
. en he dwelt among us, is it not moſt probable, 
they ſhould make their Applications to him now; 


requeſting him to fignify to them, which of the 


two, whom they had nominated, he made Choice 


of, to fill the Vacancy in an Order of his own In 


ſtitution? (Did not he afterwards by a perſonal 

Revelation of himſelf to Saul, appoint him, who 
vas before a Blaſphemer and a Perſecutor, to be the 
2 chief Apoſtle in his Church?) 


How like are the words which St Peter pig | 


to Jeſus. Lord, thou knoweſt all things; how like, 
I ay to the beginning of this Prayer, Thou Lord, 


: bib knoweſt the Hearts of all Men, c. Mr 
Mlith's Remark on this Paſſage is as follows; 


0 Hoe Mollſogenius truly denotes, that they prayed 


to the Lord Jeſus, becauſe the Apoſtles were at 


*. firſt choſen by Aim; were his Ae wer. 
, WY to 


„ Ads 1 he) i + Jha, 1. 
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4 to be his Witneſs ; n chin they afcribe to him 

$S the knowledge of all Hearts, which | is the Pro- 
rty. of God alone,“ 

8 = he firſt Martyr, St Stephen, adored our Sa aviour- 5 
Vith direct Worſhip in his laſt Moments, ſaying . 

- 155 Jeſus receive ws . 

Here, (ſays r /bithy) we find Stephen, full 

of the Holy Gholt, calling religioufly upon Chriſt, 

. now in Heaven, to receive his Spirit; thereby 

=. teſtifying, not only that Religious Worſhip was 


e due to him, but alſo, that he could hear his 


Prayer, and receive his Spirit at that Diſtance, 
« and therefore was Omniſcient, the Scarcher of all 
« Hearts, and He in whoſe. Hands the 9 of 
uſt Men were“. — 
Hh R let it be obſerved, that Stephen was not only * 
in general an inſpired Perſon, full of the Holy Ghoſt, 
but had (like St Paul) the Advantage of an im- 


_ - mediate and perſonal Revelation. The Heavens were 


opened to him; he had a Foretaſte of the Beatific 


| Viſion at the Time when he uttered this Prayer, Lord 


| Wo Jeſus, receive my Spirit! He beheld the Divine Glory, 


bot merely with the Eye of Faith, but with his na- 


tural Eye: Could ſuch a Perſon, in ſuch a Situation, 
be deluded or miſled? Could he look into Heaven, 
and not perceive to whom the Adoration of the 


. Fo Bleſſed Inhabitants there was directed? How im- 


perfect muſt our Knowledge be, who walk by Faith, 


if Intuition itſelf is no Preſervative from Error; 


15 That Stepben in the midſt of fo bright a Direction, = 


| fo glorious an Illumination, prayed amiſs, no one 
1 will be hardy enough to affirm; and if it be allowed 


that he did pray, and that he prayed aright; it un- 


dieniably follows, that Chriſt is a proper Object of 


05 Supplication and Prayer, and that Stepben's Exam- 


le is to be imitated by all the faithful Servants of 2 


the Lord Telus, publicly auge in the 0 pk " 


nn bittereſt Enemies. [ 


"Xi 1 


The beloved Diſciple, St Jobn, addreſſes our * oy 
viour in a Manner like to that of St Stephen, Amen, 


even ſo, come quicłiy, Lord Feſus*, Make haſte to 
bring the final and complete Salvation of thy Ser- 


vants. This Apoſtle begins his Book of the Reve- 
lation, with this plain but ſolemn Act of Adora- 
tion and Praiſe to the Lord Jeſus: Unto bim that © 


loved us, and waſbed us from our Sins in his own Blood, 


and hath made us Kings. and Prieſts unto God and 


bis Father; to bim ve: Glory ns Dominion e, ever 5 
5 and ever, Amen d. 


The ſame Apoſtle informs us, that All the * 


: venly Hoſt, in Obedience to the Command once 


given them, pay conſtant Worſhip and Adoration 
to the Son of Gad, as it was ſhewn to himſelf amidſt. 
other extraordinary Revelations. - I beheld, ſays he, 
and beard the Voice of many Angels, the Number ß 
whom was Ten Thouſand: Times Ten Thouſand, and 
Thouſands of Thouſands, ſaying with a loud Voice, 
„ Worthy is the Lamb that was flain to receive 
% Powter and Riches and Wiſdom and Strength and 
Honour and Glory and Blefling.” - And every 
Creature which is in Heaven and on the Eartb and 
under the Earth, and ſuch as are in the Sea, and all 
' that! are in them heard I, ſaying, <« Bleſſing and 
Honour and Glory and Power be unto him that 
„ ſitteth on the Throne and unto the Lamb for 
e ever and ever.“ There is do Difference, we ſee, 
in the . paid to God and the Lamb; 
but as their Throne is One, ſo the Honour, Glory 
and Power aſcribed to them is the ſame ; and St Jude 
concludes his Epiſtle with this Doxology, To the 
_ only wiſe God our Saviour, be Glory and Majeſty, 


Dominion and Power both now and ever. | Amen, 


Let again; The Expreſſion Calling on any one 4 
| 1 always ſignifies in Scripture,” addreſſing ſuch 
a one as God; acknowledging his Power and Perfec- 

| 1 * 


4 1 05 Rev, FEY 29. oY Rev, i 1. 5. 11 Rev. v. 285 
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tions; and praying to him for Help or Aſſiſtance, 
tor ſome Mercy or Favour.: Thus when the Idola- 
| * trous worſhippers of Baal were aſſembled together 
in his Houſe (which was full of them from one End 
) to the other) Elijab ſaid unto them, Call ye on the Name 
ef your gods,” and I will call on the Name of the Lord, 
And ibe God that anſwereth'by Fire, let him be Cod. 
And they called upon the Name of Baal from Morning _ 
Anti] Evening, ſaying, O Baal bear us. — Elijah alſo 
| called on the Name of the Lord and ſaid, 0 God 3 
E of Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, Sc . Wi. 
It, is ſaid, then Men began to call upon the Name | 
1 of the Lord; that is, The Poſterity of Seth and Enos 
began to diſtinguiſn themſelves from an ungodly 
World, by publicly avowing that Honour and Wor- 
{ ſhip which was due to the Lord their Maker. Pour 
1 od Wrath, ſaith the Prophet, pon the Families 
| that call not on thy NameF; that is, on the Heathens 
our Enemies, that do not acknowledge nor worſhip 
| Thee the only true and living God. And as in the 
Old Teſtament, by calling an the Name of thi Lord, 
| (we ſee,).is meant the ſolemn Invocation. of God 3 
himſelf, or other falſe Gods whom Men adored as 
Deities ; ſo we find the very ſame Expreſſion, ſeveral 
Times uſed in theNew Teſtament in regard to Chriſtt 
the Son of God. We find that Chriſtians were diſtin- 
guiſhed and marked out by this Character; that they 
| were ſuch as called upon the Name of the Lord Jeſus, 
| that is, ſuch as made him the Object of their public . 
| Adoration and Worſhip. Thus Ananias, applying 
=. himſelf to Chriſt, ſays, Lord, this Man bath Authority 3 
| to bind all that call on thy Name ſ. And in the pa- 


ralle Chapter , the ſame Ananias adviſes Paul to 
invoke the Lord Jeſus and thus to profeſs and ſhew 

himſelf a Chriſtian. Ariſe, and be baptized, and waſh 

| away thy Sins, calling on the Name of the Lord; even 
+ #be 1 who — thee in the way F&. 
= 7 3 0 

ak, 1: Legs xvii. Nin 21. 2 $i Jer, x. 

| Acts ix. 14. 1 Acts xxl, E Acts ix. 7 
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Finally, to cönelsde this Point, that Divine Per. 
« who tells us, that where 7200 or three art gathered 
together in bis Nam, be is in the midſt of them *; that 
Divine Perſon, who although he dwelleth in Heaven, 5 
piept is every where preſent on Earth, to know the 
Variety of Petitions that are offered up by ſeveral 


Millions of People, in every Family and in evefy 


| Congregation profeſſing his Holy Faith; in widely 
different and diſtant Parts of the World, at one and 
the ſame Time, He muſt be God in the higheſt Senſe 

of the Word, and conſequently a proper Object of 

f Religious Worſhip, and of the higheſt Reverence e 


that can be paid by the Children of Men. 


Thus clear are the Scriptures, and thus Reaſon 
clots with Revelation, in aſcertaining, that Divine 
Worſhip which is due to 7he Son. Nor are there 
wanting Authorities for the ſame Worſhip to. be paid 
to the Hoh Spirit Jointly with the Son, and again to 1 


7 the Holy Spirit and the Son Jointly with the Father. 


As the Viſion which Iſaiah ſaw +, was a Diſplay Ps 
3 of the Triune Godhead; (for St John tells us in his 
SGoſpel 9, the Prophet ſaw the Glory of Chriſt, and 

on 2 % that 4he Holy Ghoſt then ſpake by Eſaias) 

and the Song of Praiſe then ſung by the Seraphim, 

woas in Honour of all the“ Three Holies, of whoſe 
Glory the Earth was full; ſo the like Vifion was 
afterwards vouchſafed to St Fobn himſelf tt, who 

heard the Heavenly Inhabitants, inceſſant in their 


Adorations to the Three Divine Perſons, addreſſing 


tdem in theſe Words, Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God 

Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come. That 
the Son was One Perſon whom they thus adored, 

ſeems evident; ; becauſe the Characters are the very 
ſame that he gives of himſelf F& The Lord which So 
bs, and which Was, and which is to come, the Almighty : 1 


And. 


* Mat. in. 20. + lab; vi. . 4 Joh 1 Xij. 41, 


4 Acts xxvili. 28. In this vith Chapter of Ifiah, ver. 8. the 
Change from 7to Usi is very remarkable. being both meant of One 

and the ſame God. Does not this intimate a Ga. of Ferſons : 
in the e 1 Revel. iv. 8. {FF Revel. i. 8. 


* 


N 
8 
So * 
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Z 
- 
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And we are certain it was The Spirit of- Chrif which 


then ſpoke to St John, as it were with the Voice of a 


5 Trumpet, and. ſhewed him the T hinge which muſs be 
bereafter. Thus, we ſee, the Holy Ghoſt, as the 
Nicene Creed expreſſes it, topetber with the Fatber 


and the Son, is worfoipped and, Elriſts, who Hale by . 
lle Prophets. 5 


Farther; an Oath, has always bean eſteemed 7. 


| an Act of Religious Worſhip, it being a 9 | 


Appeal to God as the Searcher ' of all Hearts; 
Witneſs. of the Truth, or an Avenger of Falſchood. 
in what we teſtify: And St Paul appeals by an Oath 
both to the Son and Holy Spirit. I ſay the Truth 
F.. Chriſt, 1 lie not ; my Conſcience alſo bearing me 
Mi tneſs in the Holy Ghoſt “. I ſay this in or Y Chriſt, 


and in the N of the Holy Ghoſt, whois privy 


to all 1 ſpeak or act; and may they be with me, 
help and bleſs me, according as what I ſay is true 


Here he makes as ſolemn an Acknowledgement of : 
| the Divinity of the Son and the Holy Ghoſt, and of 


their Privacy to his Conſcience, as he does in thoſe 
other Appeals, where he ſays, God is my Witneſs; 
| or, I call God for a Record upon my. Soul; or, The 

| God and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, which 1 
| Bleſſed for ever more, knoweth that I lie not. , 
All of them Expreſſions of the ſame Impor- 


= rance, which ſhew: that the Apoſtle revered each 


of the Divine Perſons alike, and believed them to 
be all of the ſame Knowledge and Might. 


This of Swearin g by his Name, is an Act on 0 bu. 


: Hin which God 5 to himſelf alone, and puts 
them upon the Level with thoſe other Acts of Re- 


= ligious Homage and Service, Coming into his Pre- 


* ms, and ball not return; aer unto 1 me every Knee 


ence to worſhip and bow down and kneel before. bim; ; 


calling upon and giving Praiſe unto bis Name. 1 


| have ſworn by myſelf, faith God, by his Prophet, 
the Word is gone out of my Mouth in Righteouſ- 


Sana 


[4+] 


ea vo, and every Tongue foall ſewear IM ing 
dy them that are no Gods, is reſented Fe: the true 


God, as an Act of forſaking bim and committing 


Aldultery; an Act which he knows not how to pardon. 
Therefore appealing to the Holy Ghoſt in the Form 


of an Qath, as St Paul does in the Paſſage above 


Citedz is performing a ſolemn Act of Religious Wor⸗ 

1 to him. 4 
Dioine Worſhip i is 45 paid to the Holy Ghoſt; 

by Chriſt's own "Appointment at our Baptiſm z | 

| wherein we acknowledge this Holy Spirit to be our 

— God; place our Faith in him, fix our Hope on 

him, and profeſs our Devotion and Obedience to 
him. And the ſame Worſhip do we farther pay him, 
when, after the Pattern of St Paul's Benediction, we 


pray for the Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt; 


The | Apoltle reproved rhe Heathen Galatians = ; 


fot doing Service, paying religious Homage to 8 | 


them: which by Nature were no Gods; that is, to 
Idols. And what he ſo highly blames in them, he 

| Certainly never would have been guilty of himſelf, . 

that is, Swearing by ; Bleſſing and Baptizing in the -. 2 

Name of the Son and the Holy Ghoft, if he had 

not known each of them to be God by Nature, =. 1 

to have the Nature of the true God in him. Can it 

be thought that the Almighty Father and the God 
of Truth would have ſuffered ſuch a Deceit to have 

been propagated and eſtabliſhed in the World, that 

any Perſons, who are not true and very God, ſhould | 

be admitted to an equal Participation with himſelf, : 

1n the moſt. ſolemn Rites and Acts of Religious 


Worſhip? 


+ * Iſaiah Iv. $3. 


-" wp The Hott china Dr Clarks) WEL Chriſtians = 
0 are bound to pay peculiarly to the Perſon of „ 
„Holy Spirit, is expreſſed in the Texts, wherein 
* we are directed either by Precept or Example zo | 
Japtize in his Name; to wiſh Grace and Power | 
40 — n 8 lia, To op peaks to bim 45 a Mit- 
50 8 0k 1 = 


Ca T 


& 1, in ſolemn Aſirmations; to FILA heed not 6 
5 & 'refiſt him, not to do Deſpite 40 bim noi to ated 


% Him; not to grieve bim 


That Form of Bleſſing which St paul has hols us; 


l 7 be Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, Sc. was not s 


mere general Wiſh without any pious Elevation or 

lifting up the Heart and Mind to the Divine Perſons: 

(that be far from us to imagine any ſuch thing o ß 
ſo holy and eminently pious an Apoſtle) It is with- 


out doubt a direct, ſerious Prayer of the Apoſtle ro 


Gad the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, to impart thoſe 
good Things to the Corintbians which he wiſhes 
for them, and therefore it is cloſed with the ſolemn 


: Scal of all Prayers, Amen. 25 


And now the Reſult or Sum of W has been: 
ſale: is this; That it is the Tenor of the whole New 


y — — 


Teſtament from the Beginning to the End, that the 


Father, the Son and the Holy Ghoſt; in whoſs Name 


| we are, by our Saviour? e baptized; ne 
not Three Names of One Perſon only, but the 
Names of Three ſeveral diſtinct Subſiſtences, (whom 
Ve call Perſons, becauſe of the: Perſonal: Characters 
by whichithey are diſtinguiſhed.) Each of the Three 


_ Perſons, the Son and Holy Ghoſt as well as the Father, 


have all the Attributes, Perfections and Titles ex- 


preſſive of true Divinitiy. Each of them is Eternal, 


| God. 
To conceive of God a as a „ degle Perſon, i is to know 


1 l very imperfectly, or is rather a falſe Concep- 
tion of God. If all Honour, Glory and Adoration 


is due to every Perſon in the Trinity, Chriſtians 


ſhould be inſtructed to whom they owe, and to whom : 


5 they ought to * it. For to offer it to a ſingle 


e . Peron 
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S Aimighty, Omnipreſent, Ommiſcient, God, and Lord: 
| Conlequently, each of them is the Object of the 
S Worſhip and Adoration of Chriſtians, . who know 
no Difference nor Degrees in Divine Worſhip, nor 
= * any. One who! is not truly and ee 


T fs 
Perſon only, when it is claimable by Three, is de- 
fruading the other Two of their juſt Dues; It is 
profane "and irreverent to entertain any degrading 
derogatory Thoughts; to be more backward in our 
| Acknowledgments of, or to yield an inferior and 
more imperfect Service to one than the other. For 
ſince in our Baptiſm we were dedicated to the per- 
petual Worſhip and Service of all the Three, we 
 _ ought as to ſerve, ſo ro Worſhip them All. Each 
of them is our Creator, each our Preſerver, each of 
them the Author of all the Bleſſings we either enjoy 
or hope for. And though our Saviour made the 
World, in Conformity to his Father Will, he made 
it in Conformity to his own Will alſo, as being the 
Tame with the Father's ; nor did he act therein i- 
niſterially but authoritatively. He was not barely the 
Inſtrument of bringing all Things out of Nothing; 
but equally, with the Father and Holy Spirit, the 
Efficient Cauſe of ſuch Productions. There is but 
one Will in the Eternal Mind, and whatſoever is 
willed, is the harmonious Conſent of the Father, 
Son and Holy Ghoſt ; and whatſoever is effected or 
brought to pals (for in ſpeaking of God, whoſe Pleas — | 
ſurte nothing can reſiſt, to Will is to elfect or bring —— 
to paſs) is wrought by the mutual Co-operation of the 1 
Three Perſons. There is ſo cloſe an Intimacy and 
Union, ſuch a ready and willing Communion of 
Properties between them; that every Act performed 
by the Divine Power is wrought by the combined 
1 oo Pleaſure and joint Concurrence of them All. 
The Almighty Father, however jealous of his 5 
bir, and averſe to having it imparted to Idols, 
will never be diſpleaſed at us, for aſcribing that 
Honour and Glory to his only begotten Son, Which 
He had with Him before the World began; for bo- 
nouring the Son, according as we honour the Father, 
and worſhipping him, as the Angels, do according to 
his own Direction and Command. There is, we 
agree, a . of Order in the Son and Holy 
28: TO WF n+” cli oh Rs 1 
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Spirit, with reference to their Emanation and Ext 
traction; and ſo far it will always be our Duty prin- ; 
cipally, and in the firſt Place, to make our Suppli- 
cations and Prayers, to offer up. our Praiſes and A 
Thankſgivings, and to render all poſſible Honour 
and Adoration to God the: Fatker, as Head and 
Fountain of the Godhead; but not in Exclufion of 
the Son and Holy Spirit, who mult {till be intention- 
ally underſtood, even when they are not verbally Pp 


recognized. Nor ought ſuch a verbal Recognition | 


in Form to be too rare and unfrequent, but to recur 


at proper Intervals; in order to the habituating 


ourſelves to ſound Principles, and reer * to 


= the true Object of our Worſhip, 


And ſuch is the Service we perform, when we 


| pray according to the Liturgy of our Church; 


| where God is acknowledged in all his great and 
glorious Attributes; where a due Proviſion is made 


for obſerving a proper Subordination ; where we 
frequently implore the Almighty Father, through 


. the Merits and Mediation of his Son; to grant us 


the Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit; to ſtrengthen and 


confirm, to guide and comfort us. But we do not 


MF forget that They allo are the Ob) eas of our Adora- 


tion, that they have a Right to "a all Divine Per- 
fections aſcribed to them: And accordingly 'on 


; | ſeaſonable Occaſions we ſupplicate and invoke, we 
praiſe and magnify them, we give Thanks and Glory * 


to them, in Conjugction with the Father. So wor- 


= ' ſhipped the primitive Saints and Martyrs ; ſuch 
MWorſhip has been eſtabliſhed from the Beginning, 


and has continued (though not without its Oppolers) 155 


4 = through all Ages of the Chriſtian Church. _ 
| De Clarke acknowledges, and even repeats. it with 


| Pleaſure, that „after the Apoſtles Days, Chriſ- 
e tianity was perfect, and continued in a tole- 
% rable Simplicity and Purity of Faith and Man- 
| . ners, for Three Centuries?. “ 4 ** ſhall therefore 
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5 cite a few Paſſages from the earlieſt ie 
within the Firſt Three Centuries, to ſhew that 
Chriſtians then paid Divine Worſhip and Adoration 
to the Son and Holy Spirit, as well as to the Father. 
Clemens Alexandrinus, who lived about the Year 
L of our Lord One Hundred and Eighty-eight, has a 
moſt remarkable Invocation of all the Three Perſons _ 
in the Bleſſed Trinity. * Be propitious, ſaith he, to 
thy Diſciples, O Chriſt, our Heavenly Mafterz; |} 
0 Lind the Father and the Son, who are both One, 
s grant us the Opportunity to praiſe Thee the — 
« F ather and the only Son, anions the OP Ghoſt, I 
« who are all in One“.“ 4 
Abenagoras, about the Tour of our Lord One 
Hundred: and Seventy, apologizing for his Bre- 
thren Chriſtians, that were charged by the Hea» 
thens of that Age with Atheiſm, ſays, That theß 
e were not Atheiſts, ſince they acknowledged and 
 « adored One God in Three Perſons, and lived 
„ conformably to his Laws and Commandments,  - 
„ believing that He ſaw and knew all Things +.” 
VMovatian, who lived about the Year Two St 
| dred and Fifty, argued for our bleſſed Lord's Di- 
| vinity, from the confeſſed Circumſtance of his bear- 
” ing the Prayers of thoſe who every where invoked him}. 
 ». Trypho the Jew, in his Diſpute with Juſtin Mar- 
4 Hr, a about the Year of our Lord One Hundred and 
Fifty-five, objects it to the Chriſtians that they | 
#5 worſhipped Jelus Chrift as God 9 
Of this Juſtin it is ſaid, that he was a Man mn 15 
| behind the Apoltles in point of Time or Virtue; - 
 ſovery little that there is hardly the Difference of 
Fifty Years between St Jobn's Revelation and his 
| Apology ; and he pleading for the Chriſtians on the 
Charge of Atheiſm laid againſt them, has the fol 
lowing Words, “Although we profeſs cvs --Y 
* Atheiſts with. reſpect. o thoſe whom you = 
_ 2 « an 
| 41 % 8. In Das Book m. ch. laſt camels the End. 1 


1 In Legat. pro Chriſtianis, Eachard Eccles. Hiſt. p. 308. * 
F Nov. * Trinit. c. 144. F$ See che os, 


_ 
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and tepute to be Gods, (ſo the Apologiſt tels he 
«., Senate) yet not in reſpect of the true God, the 

Parent and Fountain of Wiſdom and Righteouſ- 
„ neſs and all other Excellencies and Perfections; 

* who is infinitely free from the leaſt Contagion or 

Spot of Evil; Him and his only begotten Son, (who 


N | e jinſtructed us wad the whole Society of Angels in 


4. theſe Divine Myſteries) and ihe Spirit of Prophecy 
„we Worſhip and Adore, honouring them with 


„ FTruth and the higheſt Reafon*.” And again, 


Fa ; ſays Faſtin, . The moſt true God, the Father 
of Righteouſnels, and his only begotten Son; 
„ both theſe, together with the Spirit, who ſpake 


” 20 by the Prophets, we Worſhip and Adore.” And 


- again; « Jeſus Chriſt, whom we know to be the 
40 Son of the true God, and hold the Second in 
« Order, and the Prophetic Spirit the Third, we 
have good Reaſon for neee in this Sub- 
e en, 

And Pliny. the Younger, who. lived about 55 | 
ear of our Lord One Hundred, gave this Ac- 

count of the Chriſtians to the Emperor Trajan; 


3 That they were wont upon a ſet, ſolemn Day, to 
KW © meet together before Sun-riſe, and to ſing en ; 


_ <. themſelves a Hy mn to Chriſt as Gods.” : 
Another Clemens, ſuppoſed to be the ſame that St ; 
Paul mentions |}, as bis Fellow-labourer, whoſe Name 


is written in the Book of Life; in his Epiſtle, which 


is accounted, next to the Scriptures, the greateſt 


piece of Antiquity, lays. thus; To Lei, a1 Io 


Neid & 76 d i¹EůÄ uTee n i0% 9 un, dIgawawe Let us 


| = s TuRtin's Apolog. i. p. iy Cive's Primitive Gade p 13. 


pray to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt whole Blood 
; 00 Was given far us The Word til, properly N 
. ſignifies the Prayers that are ye" to Gama th 
Adoration. . 
Luaſtly, The Church of diana.” writing to 9 
Churches Pontus, to give them an Account of - 


he 


oy "mor hs. Pliny, Book x. _ 97. Eachard's'Recl. Hiſt. p. 435. 


J. Phil iv. 3. Clem. Epil. 155 $ 
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, 1 Martyrdom. of Pohcarp their Biſhop;tells them ; 
That after he was dead, many of the Chriſtians were 
deſirous to have gotten. the Remains of his Body, 


4 poſſibly to have given them decent and Chriſtian, 


| Burial, but were prevented by ſome. Jews, who 
, importuned the Proconſul to the Contrary, ſuggelt- 
ing, that the Chriſtians leaving their crucified Maſ- 
ter might henceforth, worſhip Polycarp; whereupon 


55 they add, that this Suggeſtion muſt needs proceed. | 


from Ignorance of the true State of Chriſtians. 


Not conſidering (ſay they) how impoſſible it is, | 
5 40 that we ſhould either forſake Chriſt, who died for | 


e the Salvation of Mankind, or that we ſhould. 
6 worſhip. any other. We adore Him as the Son 
« of Cod; but the Martyrs as the Diſciples and 
885 Followers of our Lord, we deſervedly love for 
« their eminent Kindneſs to their own Prince and 


4 Maſter, whoſe Companions and F cllow-Diſciples "© 


„% we alſo by all Means deſire to be.“ 
Inis Inftance is ſo much the more valuable, as 
44 it is ſo plain and pertinent, and becauſe it is ſo An- 
cient. It is not the Teſtimony of any One private 
; Perſon, bur of the whole Church of Smyrna, accord» 
ing as it had been trained up under the Doctrine 
and Diſciple of Polycarp, the immediate Diſciple of 
the Apoſtle St Fohn*, | 
"This was the Teſtimony, this the Practice of che t 


flirſt Chriſtians, who lived neareſt to the Times of 


the Apoſiles; quite agreeable to the Revealed Will 


of God, and the Practice of our Church, wherein | 
the Son and Holy Spirit are duly honoured and wor- 
ſhipped as well as he Father throughout the Liturgy. 


Upon the whole; This great Myltery is diſcovered 


to us in the. Sacred Writings. for the Exerciſe of 2 


that Faith which is the fundamental Grace of our 
Religion; but the full Knowledge and Comprehen- 


ſion of it; of what unites the Father, Son and Holy 


5 Ghoſt, with the preciſe Ground of their Conjunction 


_ Care's Primit, Chriſt. 102, 103. Euſeb. Eccles. Hiſt. Bog. W. 
wt ch. 15 A : 


and - Þ 


. . 
þ and:DiflinQion ; we muſt be content to teſerve for 
the Privilege and Entertainment of our future State. 
In our preſent, we know not with certainty the Prin- 
| _  Ciple which conſtitutes any one Individual, or which 
makes a Diverſity of Perſons among Human Be- 
ings: How much more Reaſon then is there to ex- 
pect, that in the Things of God, and in the manner 
of his Exiftence, his KNOwI EDE ſhould be too won- 
Adierful and excellent for us; that with our moſt curi- 
dus Reſearches we cannot attain unto it. 
In the mean while, let all Chriſtians, whe are | 
face in be Bubiheſs- of Religion, hold faſt the 
Profeſſion of their Faith without wavering, and ear- 
 weſtly contend for it as it has been delivered to, and 


_ underſtood by the Saints, And we have more Rea- 


3 ſon to be zealous in the Point of our Lord's Divi- 


8 nity, becauſe it has been obſerved, that when Men 
-, have once ſtepped aſide from this Doctrine, they 


have ſeldom ſtopped; but have gone on from one 


ULength to another, till they have wandered away 5 


from their whole Faith. From doubting Whether 
Chriſt was God manifeſt in the Fleſh, they have pro- 
To ceeded ro-difown himas their Saviour and Redeemer; 
and at laſt to renounce their Baptiſm, and all their 
LIatereſt in the Goſpel. Surely it is moſt prudent 
and ſafe to worſhip God after the Way of our Fathers; 
in the Way practiſed by the Catholic Church in ge- 


neral, in the way contended for and approved by 


the beſt and wiſeſt Men in all Ages of the Chriſtian 


World. And Why ſhould we ſeek to, or be led 
into any other Method, when we may affure our- | 


g ſelves, that if we continue fedfaſt and unmoveable 
in the Doctrine of the Trinity, and in all the Du- 
ties conſequent thereupon; we ſhall not, cannot fail, 


to attain the End o our Faith, even rhe Salvation 4 ” 
du, Souls. 


3 Lord, let me live Wes hs in that n 
2 where 1 may a ba bear a Part in theſe Divine 
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Hymns which breath the Air and I Language of 
Heaven in every Sentence |. ; 
We praiſe "Thee, O God, we acknowledge = 
«© Thee to be the Lord, 2 
All the Earth doth worſhip Thee the Father | 
« Everlaſting. | 
To Thee all Angels cry aloud, the Heavens 
Fa and all the Powers therein. 9 
le Thee Cherubin and Saraphin _— 5 

« do cry; 1 


Holy, Holy; Holy Lord God of Sabbaoth, 


»The Father of an infinite Majeſty; 


N Thine honourable, true, and only Son. 
e Alfo the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter.. 
We praiſe Thee, we bleſs Thee, we worſhip 


« Thee; we give Thanks to Thee for thy great | 


„ Glory, O Lord God, Heavenly King, God the 
„ Father Almighty; 0 Lord, the only begotten 
„ Son Jeſu Chriſt; O Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of che Father, Thou that takeſt away the Sins 1 
«of the World, have Mercy upon us; Thou that 
takeſt away the Sins of the World, receive our 


e Prayers; Thou that litteſt at the Right Hand of 


* God, have Mer 


„ Holy; Thou only art the Lord; Thou only, O 
e Chriſt, wich the Holy Ghoſt, art moſt High in the 
bot "Gloryiof God the Father. Amen” N 173 


of To Father; Son, 110 Holy Ghoſt, „ 
The God, whom Heaven's ce, Hoſt, 
And pious Saints on Earth md 5 
EL, . Glory, as in Ages paſt, 
& a and henceforth unto the laſt, 
Till Time itſelf ſhall be no more. 
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they are bound by their Baptiſmal Covenant to be- 
lie ve and practice. And of all other Means, the Re- 
viyal of the ancient Exerciſe. of Catechizing, now 


| almoſt totally diſuſed, will be found the moſt. effec- 
| tual. For had the Catechiſing Children been duly 
| continued in our Pariſh Churches, it is probable 
| this Age would have been infeſted with fewer Errors, 
and that there would not have been ſo much Apoſ- 
tacy from the Fundamentals of Chriſtianity. | If 


Children be neglected in Matters of Inſtruction, 5 


they will become profane, immoral, or erroneous. = 


They will not mind Religion at all, or will diſturb 


the Peace of the Church with heretical and danger- 

dcous Opinions. At leaſt, if they be brought up 

without any fixed Principles of Religion, they will 
. become an eaſy Prey to Seducers of every Kind. 


- * Catechizing is the main Pillar and Support of the 5 


Rs true Catholic Faith and 1 1s s not only for 


Children, 


1 the Oppoſition that is made to the Doctrine 
of the Trinity, and ſtrenuous Refuſal to pay Di- 
vine Worſtip to the Son and Holy Spirit of God; 
together with that notorious Corruption of Man- 
ners, and the more frequent Commiſſion of the 
moſt heinous Crimes than ever was known in 

former Ages, cannot but be very alarming to all 
= Chriſtians, who have any true Regard for Religion; 
or any Love for their Country; and muſt put us 
upon conſidering what may be the moſt likely Tn 
pedient to check and prevent theſe. growing Evils, 
at leaſt in the Riſing Generation; and to implant 
and well eſtabliſh in their Minds, the Things, Which 


h 1 1 8 Arg 
Children, but of great -Uſe, and Benefit to cammon: 
Chriſtians of riper Years, many of whom have ac- 
knowledged, that they have learned more from hear-- 
ing the Children Catechized in the Church than from 
all the Diſcourſes that have been preached unto» 
them. Preaching, without Catechizing, is like Build- 
ing without a Foundation. Archbiſhop Mate has 
ſhewed * of what Importance it was thought in every 
Reign from that of King Henry the VIIIth, that 
8 Knowledge of the Doctrine of Chriſt in all the 
Parts of it ſhould be diligently propagated and eſta- 
bliſhed among the People by Catechizing. : 
elt was (ſays he) with this ſort of Inftrufion, that 1 
* that great and wiſe Miniſter the Lord Cromwel be- 
gan, as the moſt likely Means to bring on the 
- & Reformation, ſo much deſired by all good Men. 
And though what he required, went no farther 
de than to reach firſt the Parents and Maſters, and 
by them their Children and Servants, the Creed, 
e the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Commandments; 
„ yet this was a good beginning, and even more 
« than many of the Clergy themſelves in thoſe 
Days, were well able to expound. to them, Anno 
6 1 | 4 
1 About Eleven Years after, King Brac the _ 
 VIch found it neceſſary to repeat the ſame Order, 
in his Injunctions, Anno 1547. For the doing 
«© whereof, when the Service-Book was compiled 
about Two Years after, a Catechim was allo in- 
“ ſerted in it, and the Curate enjoined every Six 
« Weeks, at leaſt, to teach and declare the Cate- 
„ chiſm according to the Book of the ſame. 
Me are told indeed that Archbiſhop Cranmer 
<< had himſelf the Year before, (1548) drawn up 
a Catechiſm for the Inſtruction of Young Perſons 
e in the Grounds of the Chriſtian Religion; and 
o 8 his Dedication, to the King, complains: very 
3 a % een 
e bs 95 e eg of his Commentary on ys Catechi, 
2 ehen Bn of Lane, 
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e much of the Nepſeft of Catechizing in former” 


% Times. Yet ſtill this Work continued ih the ſame 


0 State, nor was any Thing more done in it by Pub- 
| «He Authority till about Four Years after; (Anno 
«© 7853) when another Catechiſm, together with the 


« Articles of Religion, was compoſed and publiſhed: 
in Latin, and all School-Mafters enjoined by the 


. King's Command to inſtruct their Scholars in it. 
And here the complete Model of our Church 
4 Catechiſm ſeems to have been firſt laid. No 


* ſooner was the unhappy Stop of this Exerciſe, which 


4 followed under Queen Mary's Reign, removed 
K by her Death, but Queen Elizabeth returned to 

the fame Order that her Brother King Edward 

| _ the VIth had eſtabliſhed. She required Parſons 

4 and Vicars every Holiday to recite the Creed, 

d the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Commandments 

1 in Engliſb, that their Pariſhioners might both learn 

__ 6& themſelves and teach their Children the ſame. And 

She enjoined them every Holy Day, and every 
. be. Second Sunday in the Year, to hear and inſtruc 


& the Youth for Half an Hour at leaſt, before = 


* Evening Prayer, in the Articles of the Belief, 
“ the Ten Commandments, and the Lord's Prayer, 
1 and diligently to examine them, and teach them 


c the Catechifm et forth in the Book of Public 5 
„ Prayer. 


[52.008 I would be tod FOR to mention all the Or- = 


„ ders which were made, as well by the Biſhops | 
* and Clerpy in their Synods, as by our ſucceeding 
Princes, and even by the Parliament itſelf, for the 


« diligent Diſcharge of this neceſſary Duty: _ 


_«« ftriftly Miniſters were enjoined to inſtruct the : 
„ Youngeſt Perſons of their Pariſhes in the Cate- 


„ chiſm; and Parents and Maſters to ſend their 


Y « Children and Servants to be inſtructed by them. 


In the Year 1591, when Archbiſhop Whitgift 


_ underſtood that this profitable Exerciſe of Cate- 
4 Rs began to be * n 8 the Mini- 


46 "990 


* : «als 
, 1 
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4 ſters and the People, he not only remonſtrated 
to his Suffragans the ſad Effects of ir, but ear- 
» neſtly exhorted and required them, In the fear 
. of God, according to their Paſtoral Care, and for the © 
 & Duty which they owed both. to God and the Charch, 
« to give ſtraigbi Charge to both; to ſee that the 
«© Children and other Ignorant Perſons were duly. | 
e inſtructed and examined in the Catechiſm, as by 
„ the Orders of the Church they ought to be. 
As this Matter was ſettled by the Canons 1604, 
* jn regard to the Miniſter's Obligation, and to ſe- 
e cure his Care in this Particular; the firſt Neg- 
* lect was upon Complaint decreed to be an 4 2 5 
4 monition from the Biſhop with a ſharp Reproof: 
„The Second Suſpenſion, and the Third Excom- \, 
„ munication. Upon the laſt Reviſion of the Boo 


0 


of Common Prayer (166 1) there is ſome Change 


e made as to the Time when this Office of Cate- 
„ chizing is to be performed; and the Curate of 
4 every Pariſn directed to inſtruct and examine the 
Children of his Pariſh before Evening Prayer be- 
„e pan; which is now appointed to be done in the 
e Time of Divine Service, immediately after the 
E Second Leſſon, that ſo not only the greater Num- 
e ber might attend upon this Office, but the whole 
* might be performed with the greateſt Care and 
. &r Solemnity. But as to the Subſtance of the Duty 
d it remains as it did; and both the Curate is 
44 obliged upon Sundays and Holy-Days openly to 
4 jnſtru& the Children of his Pariſh in the Church. 
„ Catechiſm; and the Fathers and Mothers, Maſe _ 
e ters and Dames are required to fee that their 
„ Children, Servants and Apprentices, who have 
not learned the Carechiſm, do come to be in- 
C ſtructed by him. If the Miniſter neglects his 


BE.” Duty, the Penalty of the Canon before-mentioned 


q is in Force againſt him. If the People omic 
s their*s,they are to be ſuſpended by the Ordinary ; 


' 


te ticle Juncture, ſent this to his Biſhops ; 70 ſee 
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_ if they perſiſt. by the Space of a Month, they 
are alſo. to be excommunicated. 


84 Archbiſhop Sheldon, in the r 1672, by the 


"3 


King s. Command, required his Suffragans, to 
enforce the Execution of ſuch Laws and Conſtitutions 


© as, enabled them. to enjoin the Uſe and Exerciſe of 
«- the Church Catechiſm. 


_ ... * Archbiſhop Saxcroft, in the Year 1688, among 


other ſeaſonable and wiſe Articles, in a very cri- 


that the Clergy. do diligently Catechize the Children 
and Youth in their Pariſhes, and ſo prepare them 
to be brought i in due time to Confirmation. And that 
they alſo at the ſame Time, expound the Grounds = 
Religion and common Chriſtianity in the Method of 

* the Catechiſm, for the Inſtruction and Benefit of the 
whole Pariſh ;, teaching them what they are to Be- 

* lieve and what to Do, and what to Pray for; and 
particularly, often, - and. earneſtly inculcating upon 
«© them the. [Importance and Obligation of their Bap- 

* tiſmal Vows. This was what that great and good 2 
Prelate thought neceſſary to recommend to the 


Clergy, in the Time of our utmoſt Danger, as 


the. beſt Means to prevent the Growth of Popery, | 
then breaking in like a Torrent upon us on every | 


Side. And when his late Majeſty, of glorious 


Memory, had freed us from that Fear, yet ſtill 


he thought this Duty of ſo much Importance, as 


to give it a Place in his Injunctions ſet forth for 
the better Eſtabliſhment of our Church, in the 

Tear 1694. And our preſent moſt Reverend 
Metropolitan the Year following (Circular Letter 
; 1695) thus prudently reconciled the Diſcharge 
of this Duty, with the Manners and Humours 

of the Times; by directing his Suffragans to re- 


commend to their Clergy, ſince they muſt preach 


(after having examined the Children in their Ca- 


techiſm as the Rubric requires) To preach in 
© One Part of the Day pon Catechetical Heads, both 
: | — 


Tow 11 - 


& that the People may be the better rooted and grounded L 


in the 'Paith, and alſo kept from other Aſſemblies,” 


Add to theſe Injunctions, what that eminent Paſ- 
tor of the Church Dr Gibſon, then Biſhop of London, 


gave in Charge to his Clergy, in the Year 1731. 
« Be diligent in Catechizing the Youth of your Pa- 
„ riſhes, and in opening to them the Grounds and 


« Principles of the Chriſtian Faith as their Age will 


bear it. When good Impreſſions are made upon 
c their Minds at firſt, they are not eaſily taken 
es off, but are a conſtant Guard to their Innocence 
1 and Virtue, and prepare them to hear Religious 
| «© Diſcourſes, and read good Books with Ps 
and Profit, as long as they live. | 


4 Wich keipebt 10 the |Doatioes and Litre 


„ the Chriſtian Scheme, the true Way to ſecure to 
a theſe their proper Share, is the ſetting apart ſome 
„ certain Seaſons of the Year for Catechetical Diſ- 
e courſes, which being carried on regularly, though 
Vat different Times, according to the Order and 
Method of the Church Catechiſm will lead Mi- 
„ niſters as by a Thread to the great and funda- 
e mental Doctrines of the Chriſtian Faith; and not 
only to explain them to the People, but to la 
out the particular Duties which more immedi- 
1 ately flow from each Head, together with the Mo» _ 
tives to the Performance of them, eſpecially ſuch 
as the Goſpel ſuggeſts; that fo Principle and 
Practice may go Hand' in Hand, as ws cer. : 
e tainly ought to do.“ 


Finally, To promote true Chriſtian Principles arid 1 


2 Chriſtian Converſation, is a Matter of the utmoſt 
Importance to the State, as well as to the Kingdom 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſince neither Private Life 

can be happy, nor the Public Welfare ſecure for 

any long Time, without that Belief of the Docttines, 
and Attention to the Duties of the Goſpel, for which 
Catechizing the e and Ignorant Hy the ſureſt of 
Ta Foundation. Nt 1 
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e of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. ö 


In thoſe Pariſhes, where the Exerciſe of 8 | 
_w ing is — te uſed, the Ignorance of the Common | 
— 5 Religious Matters is aſtoniſhing, (what. | 
8 muſt their Manners be! ) ſo that while Miſfſion- 
* are ſent over to inſtruct the Negroes and Sa- | 
vages abroad, there is truly great need of Com- 
towards Multitudes of our Fellow Creatures 
at home ; whoſe Souls are -without Knowledge, and | 
are; likely to continue fo from e to Genes —4 


ration; ; unleſs it pleaſes the. High 
with Auth 


cher. Son and Holy Ghoſt are the One true Eter- 


nal God, the Creator of Men and the Worſhip of | 
Saints and Angels; be exhorted to labour and Pray, 5 
$8 | that the ſome Faith may be tranſmitted entire to our 

meeſt Poſterity ; that Sacred Depaſitum, the keeping | 
1 il to pro- 


of which with 2 Pure Canſcience, will not f 
cure for us this comfortable Aſſurance, T het. Ho 5 
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lis mo the Holy . res 5 their 
9 been inſtructed in them. a ter the . 
8 mer we are here ſpeaking of; have ever ſuffred ET - 
_ -asMurderers or Thieves; or been found Deſpiſer 8 | 
of .Govertiment and Diſturbers of the Public POE ace. | 
Ihe Peſts of Society. are generally of another Goh 1 
ſuch as have been bred up in Ignorance or Infides : Th 
ty, and an utter Diſregard to the Dostrines 190 ES 


Owers to in- 3 
ity, and the 4 Clergy | 
* exert their diligent. Endeavours; To open the | 
Dyet Fa that fit in Darkneſs and in the Shadow of | 

Brach (alas. in a Chriſtian, Country I) and 1% urs | 
A 5 | eee r er 10 n 1 Or | 
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